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EDITORIAL NOTE
With the 1979 Annual Meeting ray term as Chairperson of CEAL expires. I take
leave of office with much appreciation for the opportunity of service for the
past three years, and with an even greater sense of gratitude for the way you
have all responded to CEAL's call for help and support. Building on CEAL's
past accomplishments, we have been able to move steadily forward in search of
practical and realistic solutions to the outstanding problems confronting
all East Asian libraries. That some progress has been made in this task
during the past three years is due entirely to your faithful support of CEAL
as a professional organization and to the dedication and outstanding performance
of all CEAL Subcommittees. Our thanks also go to the AAS Board of Directors,
the China and Inner Asia Council, the North East Asia Council, the American
Council of Learned Societies, the Ford Foundation, and the Japan-United States
Friendship Commission, without whose support CEAL could not have carried out all
of its activities. In addition, the Library of Congress has offered coopera
tion and advice; officers of LC on all levels have made themselves available
to hear our suggestions and, on occasion, our complaints. We believe CEAL has
developed a sound working relationship with LC which should be conducive to
future productive discussions of problems of mutual concern. The American
Library Association and all research libraries that collect East Asian materials
have likewise been supportive of CEAL's endeavors. To them we are most grateful.
While external assistance such as we have received will always remain indis
pensable to CEAL's work, the primary responsibility of developing the field
rests with us. CEAL's role as the catalyst in the East Asian library field
will surely only increase in importance as time goes on. I urge all of you
to become even more involved in CEAL's activities in the future and to pledge
your continuing support, for in the final analysis, CEAL is only as strong as
its members' commitment.
As a forum for discussion and information exchange, the CEAL Bulletin has been
the most visible of CEAL's activities. The publication, from all indications,
has been a brilliant success. The credit for this success for the past three
years goes first to Richard C. Howard, who, as Editor of the Bulletin, has spent
an untol* amount of time soliciting and editing manuscripts. The editorial
chores are many and cannot be appreciated except by those who have gone through
similar experiences. To Dick Howard go our congratulations and gratitude for
a difficult job well done. CEAL Bulletin correspondents Thomas C. Kuo and
William S. Wong (China), Miwa Kai and Eugene Carvalho (Japan), and Sungha Kim
(Korea), have been most conscientious in gathering news items in their respective
areas of concern. The Bulletin would have been poorer without their contributions.
We also salute those who have contributed articles, publication notes, and
other news items which greatly enriched the contents of the Bulletin and enhanced
its usefulness as a professional journal. Preparing the manuscript for each
issue of the Bulletin for publication and distribution completes the editorial
process. In this final phase of the publication routine, we have been extremely
fortunate in having had the unexcelled and dedicated assistance of a large group
of people. Rodney Lister, Pam Hays, Jennifer Bennett, and Lucy Altree, all
of the Harvard-Yenching Library, typed the manuscripts, copied vernacular
script, proofread, prepared mailing labels, and saw each completed copy safely
on its way to the ARL Center for Chinese Research Materials in Washington, D.C.,

(P. K. Yu, Director) for last-minute corrections, printing, and distribution.
There, Ingeborg Knezevic worked with the printer, and with the assistance of
other C C R M staff members also distributed the issues. Rodney Lister has
prepared the annual Directory and has also been responsible for subscription
correspondence and records, as well as other paperwork related to CEAL activities.
At the AAS Secretariat in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Victoria Spang and now Caroline
Hackett, AAS Comptroller, have provided excellent help in the receipt and
disbursement of funds and in the maintenance of CEAL financial accounts. Carol
Jean Johnson, Administrative Officer of the AAS, has been unfailingly courteous
and helpful in logistical support for the CEAL Annual Meetings and other
administrative matters. To all of the above, who have made possible the smooth
functioning of CEAL for the last three years, I remain personally very grateful.
Lastly, may I say that my tenure as CEAL Chairperson has been a most rewarding
experience. You have been very kind in your encouragement and this is deeply
appreciated. The road to be traveled by East Asian libraries remains a long
and arduous one. I have no doubt that CEAL members, under the leadership of
the next Chairperson, will rise to meet each challenge as it arises.
(Eugene W. Wu)
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT
Annual Meeting. The Committee on East Asian Libraries will hold its 1979
Annual Meeting in Los Angeles in the Sierra Room of the Los Angeles Hilton
Hotel on Thursday, March 29, 1979, from 1:00 to 10:30 p.m. with a dinner
break from 5:00-7:00 p.m. A meeting of the CEAL Executive Group is scheduled
for the preceding evening, Wednesday, March 28, from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. The
place of the meeting will be announced at a later date.
The agenda for the Annual Meeting includes a discussion on library automation,
reports by LC, CRL, and the ACLS-SSRC-ARL Joint Advisory Committee to the East
Asian Library Program.
Subcommittee Meetings. The following CEAL Subcommittees will hold open meetings
at the Los Angeles Hilton at the following times and places:
Subcommittee on Chinese Materials

March 30

9:00-11:00 p.m.

Dallas Room

Subcommittee on Technical Processing

March 31

9:00-11:00 a.m.

Dallas Room

Subcommittee on Japanese Materials

March 31

8:00-11:00 p.m.

Dallas Room

CEAL Annual Dinner. The dinner will be held at 7:00 p.m., Friday, March 30, 1979,
at the Miriwa Restaurant, 750-A North Hill Street, Los Angeles. Reservations
are $15.00 per person, including tax and tips. Please make checks payable to
Ik-Sam Kim and send them before March 23, 1979 to Mr. Kim at the Oriental Library,
University of California, 405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90024.
UCLA Oriental Library Reception. There will be a reception for East Asian
Librarians and other members of CEAL hosted by the Oriental Library of the
University of California-Los Angeles on Friday, March 30, 1979, from 5:00 to
6:00 p.m., preceding
the CEAL Annual Dinner. Because of the long distance to
be traveled from the Hotel to UCLA and to the restaurant, a 50-seat bus has
been chartered for use. The bus fare for the entire trip will be approximately
$2.00 per person; the bus will be boarded at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, March 30,
in front of the Wilshire Boulevard entrance to the Hilton Hotel.
Library Panel. A panel on "Libraries and Publishing in the People's Republic
of China," chaired by Raymond Tang of the East Asiatic Library of the University
of California in Berkeley, is scheduled for 9:30 a.m., Friday, March 30, 1979,
in the Golden State Room at the Hilton Hotel.
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COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES

I.

Annual Report of the Chairperson of CEAL, 1978-79.

As Chairperson of CEAL, I have the honor of submitting my annual report for
1978-1979. Annual reports by Chairpersons of CEAL Subcommittees are appended.
During the year under review CEAL's principal activities included:
1) Liaison with the American Library Association. Ms. Effie Chen, Mr.
Thomas Lee, Mr. John Y. H. Lai, and Mr. Hideo Kaneko continued to represent
CEAL on several ALA committees. Ms. Chen and Messrs. Lee and Lai attended
meetings of the ALA RTSD CCS Ad Hoc Subcommittees on Descriptive and Subject
Analysis of Asian and African Materials at the 1978 ALA*Annual
Meeting in Chicago. Mr. Kaneko was also in attendance as a member of the ALA
Advisory Committee on Liaison with Japanese Libraries and as a member of the
Executive Committee of the ALA ACRL Asian and African Section. Messrs. Lee
and Lai's attendance was supported by the travel grant made to CEAL in 1977-78
by the ACLS. Because of the importance of the work that has been carried on
by the two Ad Hoc Subcommittees, the Cataloging and Classification Section (CCS)
of the Resources and Technical Services Division (RTSD) of the ALA voted at
the ALA Mid-Winter Meeting in Washington in January, 1979, to combine the two
Ad Hoc Subcommittees into a standing committee of the CCS under the new name
Committee on Cataloging: Asian and African Materials. Mr. Thomas Lee has been
invited to serve as a founding member of the new committee.
2) Liaison with the Library of Congress. As in the past, close liaison
with the Library of Congress was maintained in 1978-79. In addition to communi
cations between the CEAL Subcommittee on Technical Processing and the Library
of Congress, CEAL discussed LC's plan for complete romanization of its
bibliographic records for non-roman scripts with Mr. Joseph H. Howard, Assistant
Librarian for Processing Services at LC. LC also accepted CEAL's invitation
to appoint two members of its East Asian cataloging staff to join the CEAL
Subcommittee on Technical Processing. There were also discussions regarding
the Chinese Cooperative Catalog published by the Library of Congress and
the possibility of LC making available information concerning its special
acquisitions from the People's Republic of China. Contact was maintained
with the Deputy Librarian of the Library of Congress on the LC-organized American
librarians delegation to visit the PRC.(the latest information indicates that
the visit will most likely take place in the fall of 1979 with T. H. Tsien,
P. K. Yu, and Eugene Wu representing CEAL on the delegation).
3) Statement on Library Needs in East Asian Studies. In January, 1979,
CEAL submitted to Professor Richard L. Park, President of the Association for
Asian Studies, a statement on "The Role of the Library in East Asian Studies"
(infra, p.50 ) . Professor Park is now soliciting similar statements from other
library groups in the AAS for a presentation on library needs in Asian studies
to the President's Commission on Foreign Language and International Studies.
4) The Joint Advisory Committee to the East Asian Library Program. Two
members of CEAL, Hideo Kaneko and Eugene Wu, were appointed in the fall of 1978

to this newly organized Joint Advisory Committee sponsored by ACLS, SSRC, and ARL
(CEAL Bulletin, No. 57, p. 1 1 ) . This committee has been conducting a careful
review of the recommendations made by the former ACLS Steering Committee for a
Study of the Problems of East Asian Libraries, whose report was released by the
Ford Foundation in January, 1978. Special attention has so far been paid to the
problem of automation, especially in the area of bibliographical control, the
strengthening of working relationships with the Library of Congress, and the inter
facing of East Asian library projects with ongoing and planned national library
systems.
5) CEAL Bulletin. Under the continuing and able leadership of its editor,
Richard C. Howard, and the conscientious and splendid support of other members
of the CEAL Subcommittee on Publications, the CEAL Bulletin appeared three times
this past year, as scheduled. For 1978-79 there was a total of 182 paid
subscriptions (107 individual and 75 institutional), a gain of 8 over a year ago.
The publication of the CEAL Bulletin has been an entirely voluntary and collec
tive effort which has served a most useful purpose to the field. It is clear
that this effort must be maintained in the future. However, in order to insure
the long-term health of this publication, especially when future funding can
no longer be expected from the AAS Board of Directors and its two Asian
Councils, we must actively solicit additional subscriptions to place the publi
cation of the Bulletin on a self-supporting basis.
6) East Asian Library Directory. The 1978 Directory of East
Collections in North American Libraries was issued in the spring of
The 1979 edition is in press and will be distributed free of charge
to libraries listed in the Directory and to subscribers of the CEAL
Additional copies will be available at $3.00 each from CEAL.

II.

Asian
last year.
as usual
Bulletin.

Reports of CEAL Subcommittees.

Subcommittee on Resources and Development
The Subcommittee on Resources and Development was organized in 1974 primarily
for planning a national program for future development of East Asian libraries.
During the past years, a survey of the current status of East Asian libraries
was conducted and published in 1976 and a national platform was proposed on
resources development, bibliographic control, access, and training, which
resulted in the formation of the ACLS Steering Committee for a Study of the
Problems of East Asian Libraries and now the East Asian Library Program with
the support of the Ford Foundation.
During the past year, a pilot project for cost verification of the National
Union Catalog of East Asian Monographs was initiated; a cooperative acquisitions
program at the Center for Research Libraries was under study; surveys of
Japanese library materials were funded; a number of general, special, and
subject bibliographies were published; and a new series entitled "Studies
in East Asian Librarianship" was planned and will soon be published by the
Chinese Materials Center, Inc., San Francisco. A more extensive study and
research program, including a bibliographical series, a new survey for 1980,
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and the Handbook of East Asian Libraries, is being planned. It is hoped that a
proposal for supporting these projects will be developed during the coining
year.
(Tsuen-hsuin Tsien, Chairperson)

Subcommittee on Technical Processing
The Subcommittee on Technical Processing (CEAL/STP) acquired a new status in
March, 1978, when the CEAL Executive Committee approved making it a standing
subcommittee of CEAL in view of its growing importance as a representative
of CEAL in the technical processing area at national professional meetings
and on the committees of the American Library Association.
In the first half of 1978-79, CEAL/STP continued its work on identifying
problem areas in East Asian cataloging for the ALA RTSD CCS Ad Hoc Subcommittees
on Descriptive Cataloging and Subject Analysis of Asian and African Materials.
Its two years of work on this project culminated in June, 1978, with two extensive
final reports. The reports, submitted to the two Ad Hoc ALA Subcommittees at
the 1978 ALA Conference were later transmitted to the Library of Congress for
its consideration. LC's response (to the descriptive cataloging problems)
came in January, 1979, and is now being studied by CEAL/STP.
At the 1978 ALA Conference, CEAL/STP representatives on the ALA Ad Hoc Sub
committees joined the other representatives in an effort to create a permanent
committee under the ALA RTSD Cataloging and Classification Section (CCS) in
order to continue the work of the two Ad Hoc subcommittees. The CCS Executive
Committee approved the formation of such a committee at the 1978 Conference
and reconfirmed this decision at its meeting at the 1979 ALA Midwinter
Conference. The new standing committee is expected to start to function in
June, 1979. The CEAL/STP Chairperson has been invited to serve on this committee
as a founding member for the term 1979-81.
(see p.42 of this issue of the Bulletin,*
During the months of December, 1978., and January, 1979, CEAL/STP conducted
a survey among East Asian libraries on the advisability of romanization only
for East Asian cataloging records. 49 of the 58 institutions responded promptly
with an overwhelming vote for the retention of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean
scripts on cataloging records for clear and unmistakable identification of
names, titles, and meanings; the respondents also urged full exploration by the
Library of Congress of means of automating East Asian scripts. If such means
are not immediately available, a dual record system (i.e., producing one romanized record for machine input and another record in the original script for
users' consultation) should be maintained as an interim solution.
(For a full
report of the survey, see "What's New in Technical Processing" in this issue
of the CEAL Bulletin.)
(Thomas H. Lee, Chairperson)

Subcommittee on National Union Catalog
The Subcommittee on National Union Catalog was reorganized in 1978, and consists
of the following members: Edwin G. Beal, Jr.
, Gloria Hsia (LC), Jack Jacoby
(Columbia), Thomas Kuo (Pittsburgh), Karl Lo (Washington), and John Y. H. Lai
(Harvard-Chairperson).
Karl Lo prepared a proposal for a National Union Catalog of East Asian Monographs
in North America; a pilot project, concentrating on the evaluation of the data
input cost and related procedures, is underway at the Center for Research
Libraries in Chicago. Thomas Kuo prepared a proposal for a Union List of East
Asian Serials, a project patterned after the Union List of Oriental Vernacular
Serials compiled some years ago by the Library of Congress. Jack Jacoby
prepared a working paper entitled "Considerations Toward a National Union
Catalog of East Asian Materials in Microform," which presents a preliminary
draft of guidelines recommended for East Asian libraries in organizing their
microform collections into a consistent system. Both Thomas Kuo's proposal
and Jack Jacoby's working paper have been forwarded, through the CEAL
Chairperson to the Joint Advisory Committee for the East Asian Library Program
for its consideration.
The Subcommittee is an advisory body to all union catalog projects, and hopes
to work closely with all such projects, when and if implemented, on matters
concerning decisions and procedures. At present, the Subcommittee awaits the
findings of the CRL pilot project on the National Union Catalog of East Asian
Monographs.
(John Yung-hsiang Lai, Chairperson)

Subcommittee on Automation
The Subcommittee on Automation was appointed by CEAL in April, 1978, to "keep
the field informed on the general state of the art, to identify special problems
facing East Asian libraries, and to recommend projects which might eventually
lead to satisfactory solutions to these unique problems." The Subcommittee
consists of flelson Chou (Rutgers), Henry Hsing (Toronto), Warren Tsuneishi
(LC), and Karl Lo (Washington, Seattle-Chairperson).
The members exchanged letters in the latter part of 1978, and tentatively agreed
to focus their work, within the charges, on (1) East Asian libraries within an
automated library system and (2) Chinese character processing. These two
points will be presented at the March 28, 1979, meeting of the CEAL Executive
Group for approval and discussion.
In December, Eugene Wu, in his capacity as CEAL Chairperson, formally responded
to the Library of Congress' invitation to comment on the Library's romanization
plan. His editorial statement was published in Number 57 of the CEAL Bulletin.
Two members of the Subcommittee, Henry Hsing and Karl Lo, also made individual
responses. Due to the lack of an opportunity to discuss the issue among
members, the Subcommittee did not make a formal response.
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In order to further discussion on East Asian Library automation at the 1979
CEAL Annual Meeting, Karl Lo has prepared a brief article for publication in
the CEAL Bulletin.
It is hoped that the Subcommittee, following the 1979 CEAL Annual Meeting, will
be able to identify specific automation needs in East Asian libraries and proceed
to search for appropriate solutions.
(Karl Lo, Chairperson)

Subcommittee on Chinese Materials
At the 1978 AAS annual meeting, the Subcommittee met in Chicago with all
members and the CEAL Chairperson present. The topics discussed included a
coordinated effort for the disposal of duplicates, the reproduction of Chinese
university journals and other periodicals which had been available only through
sporadic commercial efforts in Hong Kong, the collection development policies
of East Asian libraries concerning Chinese materials on science and technology,
and the exchange of publications with Chinese libraries and research institutions.
At this reporting the recent developments in the PRC have rendered much of the
consideration on the latter two areas out-of-date. Reassessments of the current
situation are in order. There has been little progress made on the coordinated
disposal of duplicates as an interested book dealer with the capacity to serve
many libraries on a comprehensive scale has not been identified. The proposal
for coordinated reproduction of those university journals and provincial
periodicals was later discussed with the Director of the ARL Center for Chinese
Research Materials. The Center had also been planning to reproduce these
materials and has responded to the sense of priority expressed by the
Subcommittee. A number of these titles have already been offered by the
Center in its Newsletter No. 26 (November, 1978).
In view of the recent developments, the Subcommittee plans to hold an open
no-agendum meeting at the coming AAS annual meeting. Time and place will be
announced in Los Angeles.
(Weiying Wan, Chariperson)

Subcommittee on Japanese Materials
Twenty-five librarians who are directly involved in collection development for
Japanese materials in the U.S. participated in the Workshop for Japanese
Collection Librarians, Washington, D.C., August 28-30, 1978. The workshop was
conducted by the Association of Research Libraries/Office of Management Studies
in consultation with an organizing committee, which was largely made up of
members of this subcommittee. The Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission provided
funding for the conference (see CEAL Bulletin, No. 57, p . 1 ) . The papers
presented along with summaries of reaction have just been published as the
Workshop of Japanese Collection Librarians in American Research Libraries
(available from ARL Office of Management Studies at $12.50 a copy).
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Two subcommittee members have initiated projects of their own which follow up
on some of the issues discussed at the workshop. With a grant from the
Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission, Miss Naomi Fukuda began an in-depth survey of
Japanese collections in the U.S., while Dr. Shizue Matsuda of Indiana University
Library is now planning a project to compile a union list of Japanese serial
titles currently received by American libraries. These will be on the agenda
for discussion when the subcommittee holds an open meeting at the time of the
AAS annual meeting.
(Hideo Kaneko, Chairperson)

Subcommittee on Korean Materials
The major activity of the Subcommittee during the past year was the preparation
of a proposal for the compilation of a directory of Korean studies in America.
This project has been prompted by the growing number of Korean organizations
in this country and the Korean language publications issued by these organizations.
Because of the diversity in the aims, interests, and expressed opinions—
a result of the political and ideological division of Korea
itself—the
proposed directory, as a reference guide to Korean ethnic, cultural, economic,
and social activities and to Korea-related museums, libraries, and archives in
the United States is seen as an important reference tool for librarians
working with Korean collections both in this country and abroad.
(Key P. Yang, Chairperson)

Subcommittee on Publications
As in past years, the Subcommittee has directed its efforts primarily to the
compilation, editing, printing, and distribution of the CEAL Bulletin, three
issues of which, numbers 56, 57, and 58, have been published during the past
year. In addition to its regular coverage of professional activities and
new developments in the East Asian library field, these numbers of the Bulletin
have featured articles and special reports dealing not only with such timely
topics as automation and legal resources in the PRC, but also with such
national issues as resource sharing among Japanese collections. Other articles
have brought to the attention of our readers a number of archives and collections
of special significance to research on East Asia.
Beginning with number 56, the publication schedule of the Bulletin was advanced
one month, so that numbers formerly issued in March, July, and November of each
year were rescheduled to appear in February, June, and October. The change was
made to insure that the number preceding the annual March meeting of CEAL would
be in the hands of subscribers well before the meeting. Although some difficul
ties have been encountered in adjusting to the new schedule, it is expected that
future issues will appear in a timely manner.
The functional division of the Subcommittee's activities among its various members,
as established three years ago, continue as a viable method of operation.
Although two charter members of the Subcommittee, Miwa Kai of Columbia University
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and Thomas Kuo of the University of Pittsburgh, have resigned during the past
year due to the pressures of other business, their highly valued contributions
in assembling materials on Japan and China respectively are now being effectively
performed by Eugene Carvalho of the University of Kansas and William S. Wong of
the University of Illinois. The arduous labor of manuscript preparation continues
to be carried out by the staff of the Harvard-Yenching Library, ably directed by
our CEAL Chairperson, Eugene Wu. Their efforts, and the admirable accomplishment
of the staff of the ARL Center for Chinese Research Materials, headed by P. K.
Yu, in printing and distributing the Bulletin, are deserving of our special
thanks and appreciation.
(Richard C. Howard, Chairperson)

Subcommittee on Liaison with Chinese Libraries.
Subsequent to the normalization of diplomatic relations between the U.S. and
the P.R.C., the Deputy Librarian of Congress, William J. Welsh, asked the
Liaison Office of the People's Republic .of China in Washington when China
would be able to receive the U.S. delegation of librarians. Mr. Welsh recently
learned that the P.R.C. is prepared to receive the delegation in September, 1979.
As reported last year, the delegation consists of twelve members. Three of
these twelve will represent the Library of Congress, and the remaining nine will
represent ALA, ARL, and CEAL of AAS, each of these groups having been
allotted three nominees. Mr. Welsh also learned that the Bureau of Cultural
Relics will be the Chinese organization receiving the delegation.
(Tao-tai Hsia, Chairperson)
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MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES
I.

Annual Meeting of the Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs.

The 27th annual meeting of the Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs held in Lincoln,
Nebraska, on October 20-21, 1978, offered a library panel entitled, "Library
Resources for Asian Scholars in the Midwest: Prospects for the Next Decade."
Eugene Carvalho chaired the panel, composed of Byron Marshall of the University
of Minnesota, Bill Wong of Illinois University, and Ernest Tsai of Washington
University.
(Weiying Wan of the University of Michigan was unable to attend
as planned because of urgent business.)
This discussion panel hoped to identify and to explore issues concerning the
future of East Asian collections in academic institutions in the midwest region,
and in particular to gather the opinions and concerns of colleagues about current
trends in the development of,and accessibility to, East Asian library resources. The
loosely structured session considered five topics:
(1) The state of library resources and services; national resources and
Midwest resources.
(2) The current trend in fund distribution and resource concentration, and the
resultant developmental and access problems for smaller, more isolated East Asian
libraries in the Midwest. The special concerns of scholars at these smaller
institutions also received special attention.
(3) The concept of national library resources development versus regional cooper
ation and development...in relation to the problem of access in the Midwest
region.
(4) The ACLS Steering Committee's East Asian Libraries: Problems and
A Report and Recommendations.
(5)

Prospects:

The future prospects for East Asian scholars in the Midwest.

Each panelist presented a brief statement on one of the above topics specifically
assigned to him. The ensuing discussions (open to the 15 scholars attending the
session) brought out many concerns of area scholars, particularly those who work
with smaller East Asian collections.
By far the most serious concern of these scholars was the recent national pattern
of funding by which a handful of major libraries are being subsidized by the delib
erate channeling of scarce financial resources to these institutions based on the
justification that it is in the national interest to build on existing strength.
This policy completely eliminates the medium- and smaller-sized collections from
appropriate funding. The rhetoric about shared resources is not difficult to
accept for those in smaller institutions, since they are painfully aware of the
futility of pursuing the goal of building self-sufficient collections. The real
issue raised was not the conflict between centralization of resources and service
and the autonomy of local collections, but the fact that while resources are being
centralized services are not. There was a general expression of profound doubt
that, if left to their own devices, large institutions will provide equitable
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service to all scholars scattered throughout the U.S., or that they will provide
the leadership to forge durable links in a cooperative relationship involving all
levels of East Asian library resources. Certainly the past record does not warrant
such optimism.
Everyone seemed to agree that it is not productive to distribute scarce financial
resources to provide subsidies for all libraries. Given the present inaccessibility
of so-called national resdurces, however, the recent trend of resource concentra
tion tends to serve fewer people and ultimately to limit and to restrict the use
of potential resources. What is needed is a thorough reappraisal of the present
practice, which frustrates and alienates people at smaller institutions. Some
members spoke of their distinct impression that those at the major centers regard
smaller centers as dependents whose contributions and efforts are of little or
no value, and that they operate under the assumption that what is good for the
major centers has to be good enough for the rest. It was felt that a workable
plan must be based on dynamic partnership among all those involved in East Asian
Studies to insure orderly growth of the field and *to assure the availability of
scholarly resources to those who need them when they need them.
The ACLS report on the problems of East Asian Libraries (East Asian Libraries:
Problems and Prospects: A Report and Recommendations) recommends some basic guide
lines for a national plan for the development of East Asian studies resources.
Though many of the recommendations are encouraging to some members, other members are
not particularly sanguine about their implications. Professor Byron Marshall's
statement exemplifies the concerns of many who attended:
"...I was assigned the task of commenting on it (the report)...not because I was
in any way involved in its formulation. Rather, like most, if indeed not all, of
us here today, I came to learn of it only after it was completed. It was written
with the support of Ford Foundation funds by an eight person committee consisting
of four librarians (from the universities of Chicago, Columbia, a Harvard and
the Library of Congress), two administrators (from Stanford and Yale), and one
faculty member each from the universities of Michigan and Washington. Of the
eight only one, who formerly taught at an institution with limited library resources
in East Asian studies, would perhaps come close to sharing (at least during that
stage in his career) my own perspective. I mention this at the outset because I
believe that one's experience as a library user will very much shape one's
perspective on the various issues raised by the report.
a n

"
I would use the short time still available to turn to the question of what
larger significance the report might have from my perspective as a consumer of
library materials. In other words, what is at stake here? What would it mean to
see the report become the basic guideline for future appeals for government or
private funding agencies either within the United States or abroad (such as the
Japan Foundation)? I believe that there is a real danger that this so-called
"national system" may turn out in fact to merely supply the rationale for channeling
all available aid into a small number of what one Midwest librarian aptly called
the 'warehouses'—that is, depositories of only limited practical use to the over
whelming majority of East Asian scholars and teachers who do not happen to hold
faculty positions at those 'major institutions.' In other words, such a plan could
well reverse a two-decade-old trend toward intellectual pluralism in East Asian
studies within the United States—two decades of progress toward establishing
East Asian studies as an important (if not yet integral) part of the teaching and
research mission of an increasingly large proportion of private and public colleges
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throughout the country.
"Because of that very real danger, I could support the recommendations in the
report if and only if the following conditions were met:
(1) no priority for acquisitions be given to the existing 'major collections'
until funds are found to implement the recommendations contained in the section
on bibliographic control;
(2) no priority for acquisitions be given to the 'major collections' until
funds are available for and the curators of such collections show tangible
evidence of their willingness to place very high priorityon facilitating the
access to individual users at 'non-major institutions', both through an effective
interlibrary loan system and through provisions for visits at an absolute
minimum cost;
(3) all future studies of the problems and prospects of East Asian libraries
include wider consultation with librarians and scholars from the so-called
'local institutions.' In the final analysis, it is those 'local institutions'
which house the overwhelming majority of scholars engaged in East Asian
studies and thus bear the greatest share of responsibility for disseminating
knowledge about East Asia to the American student and to the public at large.
"Only if these conditions are met can a truly national system of shared resources
emerge."
Concluding the session, the panel resolved, with the mandate of those present,
to take measures to assure that the needs of non-major centers will be adequately
met in any national plan that might be implemented. It was felt that unless the
smaller institutions play more active roles in the current restructuring process,
they cannot expect much more than cosmetic changes in existing practices. The
panel finally decided to recommend to the MCAA Executive Board that it establish
a committee to study the regional constituencies and their need for scholarly
resources and services as well as to advise the Conference on these matters
relating to library resources.
Post Script: Such a recommendation was made to the Executive Board of MCAA and
its president has recently appointed an ad hoc Committee on East Asian Library
Resources consisting of the following seven members: Eugene Carvalho, University
of Kansas; Byron Marshall, Minnesota University; Samuel Chu, Ohio State University;
Shizue Matsuda, Indiana University; Iwao Ishino, Michigan State University?
Ernest Tsai, Washington University; and William Sheh Wong, Illinois University.
(Eugene Carvalho)

II. Annual Meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Region of the Association for Asian
Studies
The Seventh Annual Meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Region of the Association for
Asian Studies was held October 28-29, 1978, at the Cloyd Heck Marvin Center of
the George Washington University, Washington, D. C. Of special interest to
East Asian librarians was the panel, "Archival and Library Resources on East
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Asia in the Washington, D. C. Area," which was organized and chaired by Frank
Joseph Shulman of the University of Maryland. In addition to Mr. Shulman's
paper, entitled "A Scholar's Guide to Washington, D. C. for East Asian Studies,
Prepared by Hong Kim on Bettalf of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars," the panel included the following papers: "Japanese Local History at
the Library of Congress," by Robert L. August of the Library of Congress;
"Historical and Contemporary East Asian Resources in the Department of Agricul
ture Library," by Gary K. McCone of the National Agricultural Library; "The
'Segregated Chinese Files' of the Immigration and Naturalization Service at the
National Archives," by Robert L. Worden of the Library of Congress; and
"North Korean Captured Records at the Washington National Records Center,
Suitland, Maryland," by Thomas Hosuck Kang of the Library of Congress. (The
papers by Messrs. McCone, Worden, and Kang are published under "Articles" in
this issue of the CEAL Bulletin).

III.

Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies

A panel focusing on libraries in Asia will be sponsored at the Western Conference
of the AAS to be held next fall at Boise State University. The papers may be
historical or contemporary in focus. Interested persons should contact Tony
Ferguson, 1220 HBLL, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 84602.
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ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS
Stanford-U.C. Berkeley Library Cooperation Program
Introduction. Several favorable factors have accounted for the modest achievements
made by the Stanford-Berkeley library cooperative program in East Asian studies.
These factors are: geographical proximity and the impetus provided by an environ
ment conducive to the development of regional library cooperation. The cities of
Palo Alto and Berkeley are only 60 odd miles apart; it takes about one hour for
library users to reach either campus. Moreover, each university library is "more
than the library next door!" as the heading for a brochure of the "U.C. Berkeley/
Stanford Research Library Cooperative Program" reads; in 1976-1977, regular bus
service (i.e., "the Gutenberg Express") began and serves each campus four times
daily. This has greatly reduced the problems of cost and time of travel between
the two universities. This joint university library program has tried to give
patrons at both institutions easy access to libraries of either campus. This
program is supported by another collective effort launched in 1973-74: the Joint
National Defense Education Act Title VI Center program in East Asian language
and area studies. A portion of the NDEA grant is jointly administered and used
to develop new instructional programs and activities. Graduate students at the
two universities may take East Asian courses on either campus and earn credit.
Under the umbrella of these academic and library cooperative programs, the East
Asian Collection, Hoover Institution and the East Asiatic Library, U.C. Berkeley,
have begun their collective efforts to improve access to each others' collections
and reduce duplication in acquisitions. The 1975-1976 joint agreement granted
similar borrowing privileges to the faculty and students of the two campuses and
in 1976-1977 the two libraries surveyed their current serial subscriptions. These
are two notable examples of the initial success in their joint projects.
JAPAN-U.S. FRIENDSHIP COMMISSION GRANT PROGRAMS.
I. JoiYit Survey of the Japanese Collections. In late 1977, the faculty and
librarians of the two campuses met and decided to use a portion of the Friendship
Commission's 1978 grant to carry out joint surveys of certain parts of the
two Japanese collections: local history, newspapers and company histories.
The group also agreed that if time and funds would permit, a survey of Japanese
government documents would be conducted. These surveys were to gather data regarding
the strengths, weaknesses, and duplications of the two collections. The collabor
ative project began in February and ended, as scheduled, in August, 1978,
with the exception of the survey of government documents. Checklists with
indexes for all three are currently being printed as parts in a new bibliographical
series and will be distributed to library users with interest in the field and
other libraries with Japanese collections in North America. These checklists
will guide outside users to the sources held in both libraries. They will also
enable the faculty and librarians of the two campuses to assess the extent of
existing duplications and the comparative strengths of the two collections, so
that consultation between them can develop in the future and produce some coor
dination between the two collections.
A brief description of the forthcoming three checklists is as follows.
of the surveys are discussed in the introduction to each checklist.
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Details

Local history. Some 2,060 titles in the two libraries have been identified
and arranged according to region with listings
of Stanford (Hoover) and Berkeley
call numbers and holdings. The place name index is provided in an alphabetical
arrangement by romanized place names and accompanied by characters.
Company histories.
The checklist includes some 880 titles, arranged by
industry, for about 660 companies and economic groups with their respective call
numbers. An alphabetical index refers users to titles from the names of the
companies and economic groups.
Newspapers. Roughly 250 newspaper titles are alphabetically arranged with
holdings of the two libraries. Only those titles in the National Diet Library's
holding list (1969) were selected for inclusion. A supplement will be produced
later to make the checklist complete.
The second Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission grant for the year 1979 will enable
the two libraries to begin on Japanese government documents and the publication
of a checklist similar to the above.
II. Acquisition Coordination. Dividing responsibilities for collecting resources
is difficult and arduous, especially when academic programs and collection
strengths are similar as they are at the two universities. Although the faculty
and librarians- on the two campuses have not yet agreed on comprehensive guidelines
regarding the acquisition of both monographs and serials between the two library
collections, an effort is currently being made to produce such guidelines to
avoid duplication in the future.
In the spring of 1978, the two libraries selected the same dealer (Japan
Publications Trading Company) in Tokyo as their agent and established their
special accounts. Payments for coordinated orders are defrayed from JUSFC
grant deposits. Consultation with faculty and librarians has produced
selected lists of high-priced titles for both collections. Purchase of these
titles did not start until fall, due to the initial hope and effort to
establish basic guidelines for a joint acquisition program. By December, 1978,
the two libraries had expended their 1978 grants: orders for high-priced
materials (i.e., $100 or more per title)—some 60 or more sets in about 400
volumes, including microfilms—have been ordered and paid for. For example,
the Hoover Institution library will acquire the newly issued 27-volume Miyamoto
Yuriko Zenshu (1977) and a new edition of Meiroku Zasshi (1977), while
the Berkeley library has purchased KSetsu Sho Sotatsu Kingin Doroe (1977) and
Mombu Kdho, no. 1 (1951) . The two libraries will exchange their printed
cards for these jointly acquired titles and file these in their library catalogs;
those cards will indicate the location of the specific titles.
This method of coordination should provide a basis for designing measures to
avoid duplication in the years immediately ahead. The two libraries are currently
working to systematize their book selection by consultation. Experience over
the last year indicates that faculty participation is crucial for successful
acquisitions coordination. Another prerequisite for sustained regional library
cooperation and coordination is to recognize that some duplication is inevitable
and even necessary to support ongoing faculty research and upgrade each library's
collection. Effective library acquisition coordination requires continual
cooperation between the faculty and librarians at the two campuses.
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III. Joint Survey of Library Users in Southwestern States, A survey of East
Asian scholars was conducted to assess researchers' needs for easier access to
the two libraries holdings. The survey was financed by both the Friendship
Commission grant and the Joint NDEA Center's fund. Approximately one thousand
names from the Association for Asian Studies roster have been identified as those
of residents in the seven southwestern states (Arizona, California, Colorado,
Nevada, >New Mexico, Utah, and Texas) and having interests in East Asia. A
questionnaire was sent to these one thousand scholars, of which some 250 responded.
Even though the sample might be considered small, the preliminary tally clearly
indicates the important role of the major libraries in scholar's research. The
final report is being prepared by the Joint NDEA Center. It is hoped we will
be able to improve the efficiency of existing inter-library loan arrangements
and to facilitate visiting scholar's access to the resources of the two collections.
Concluding remarks. The stipulation attached to the Japan-U.S. Friendship
Commission's grant to expend the fund for cooperative endeavors has promoted
U.C. Berkeley-Stanford cooperation. Acquisition of library materials has become
increasingly expensive because of inflation in book prices and shipping costs
and the devaluation of the U.S. dollar. The domestic cost of processing books
has also risen sharply in recent years. The result is that each book acquired
and cataloged for circulation now costs libraries several times more than it
did ten years ago. No library can now hope to collect research materials to
satisfy all of its present and future research needs. Cooperation between
libraries is necessary for their survival.
Cur efforts have been aimed at enlarging our collective resources and more
effectively serving the field of East Asian studies. Cooperative ventures are
never easy to achieve. Responsibility towards local scholars versus scholars
elsewhere, soliciting faculty participation, recognizing users' points of
view, administrative problems, and many other problems have to be considered.
A large amount of staff time and energy has to be diverted from regular work and
this requires understanding and support from the library administration and
faculty members. We realize that achieving our goals will be a painstaking
and gradual process. What we have accomplished with the 1978 Japan-U.S. Friend
ship Commission grant is a modest first step. We hope scholars and librarians
will generously offer their comments and criticisms so that we may chart our
future course wisely and constructively.
(Emiko M. Moffitt
Hoover Institution,
Stanford University;
Eiji Yutani
East Asiatic Library,
University of California)

The Genealogical Society of Utah
The Genealogical Society of Utah, also known as the Genealogical Department of
the IDS Church since restructuring in 1975, is primarily concerned with the
preservation and filming of records of genealogical value. Records are preserved
in vault tunnels in a solid granite mountain located along the road to several
of Utah's most popular ski resorts. There are presently just over one million
reels of microfilm in the vaults, which can hold around six million reels
before additional tunnels will be needed. The vaults have many advantages.
-14-

including a stable ideal temperature, an internal water source, and a selflocking system in case of nuclear attack or attempts at vandalism.
In downtown Salt Lake City, about thirty minutes away from the vaults by car,
the Genealogical Society has its main library, located in the four-story west
wing of the twenty-seven-story LDS Church Office Building. While the vault
has security copies of all the films, the main library does not have copies of
the so-called "little-used" films, such as the Japanese, Chinese, Korean, etc.
They can be ordered, however, for internal use. The Japanese films are cataloged
by two full-time and two par^t-time catalogers who work on the second floor of
the library. The Society also employs two full-time and one part-time cataloger
to handle the backlog of Chinese and Korean films. The latter collections, by
virtue of purchases and exchange filming with major library collections around
the world, is now the largest collection of clan genealogies and local histories
anywhere; the Japanese collection, on the other hand, is still just beginning.
There are roughly 6,000 reels of film already cataloged though this figure will
likely increase rapidly as the Society has six camera.- presently filming in
Japan.
The Society has filmed many of the records of genealogical value from a number
of libraries in Japan. These include some at the National Archives, National
Diet Library, Yamaguchi Prefectural Archives, Akita Prefectural Library, Niyagi
Prefectural Library, and many items from public and private collections. A
complete survey has yet to be made of the projects completed and those underway,
though as the research specialist for East Asia, I have a general idea. The
research potential of this collection becomes more exciting as it grows and
becomes a Viable collection.
In addition to our efforts to film in Japan, the Society also has done consider
able filming in Hawaii. Many of these records pertain to Japanese immigrants.
Some of these films can be ordered for use at the two hundred fifty or so
local branches of the Society throughout the U.S. and Canada. There are also a
number of published books and other volumes on Japan, including genealogies,
local historical materials, and research aids at the main library. However,
since our operation in Japan became semi-independent as of October, 1978, pub
lished materials are no longer sent to Salt Lake City but are being held for a
branch library in Japan.
In order to increase the* dialogue and exchange of information in the genealogical/
historical field, the Genealogical Society is hosting the second World Conference
on Records in August, 1980. There will be a dozen hours or so on Japan and
five or six guests from Japan and the U.S. to address items of interest relating
to the family history theme.
(Greg Grubler)

The Harvard-Yenching Library
The Harvard-Yenching Library, as a recipient of a grant from the Japan-U.S.
Friendship Commission, is pleased to announce the waiving of its borrowing fees
for Japanese language materials for users who are not affiliated with Harvard
University. Inter-library loan charges for Japanese materials are also suspended
for the duration of the grant.
Recommendations for purchases of Japanese publi-
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cations are welcome. They should be addressed to Mr. Toshiyuki Aoki, Assistant
Librarian for Japanese Acquisitions and Reference, at the Harvard-Yenching Library.

University of Hawaii at Manoa.
The University of Hawaii received from the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission a
renewal grant for 1979 of $10,500, plus Japanese Yen 1,125,000 to be used (1)
for the acquisition of library resources in the field of Japanese drama, theater,
and other areas of performing arts such as dance and music; (2) for providing
free xeroxing of short articles (up to 50 pages) in Japanese for users of other
libraries; and (3) for processing already acquired Japanese materials in the
field of the performing arts, including the publication of a bibliography of
these holdings.
The Japanese Collection of the Library also received from the University's
Japan Studies Endowment a Japan Special Projects Award of $2,200 to facilitate
and expedite the completion of bibliographical projects in the Japanese field.
(Masato Matsui)

University of Illinois, Asian Library
As of January 1, 1979, the Far Eastern Library will be merged administratively
with the South & West Asian Libraries. William Sheh Wong will become the Asian
Librarian, with overall responsibility for the collections, staff, and services
of the Asian Library. He will report directly to the Director of Technical
Services. Narindar Aggarwal will become Assistant Asian Librarian with special
responsibility for the South and West Asian collections.

Princeton University: Gest Library
As a recipient of a grant from the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission for
1977-78, the Gest Library of Princeton University is strongly committed to
making its Japanese language resources available to other institutions and
scholars. Towards this end, Princeton now provides the following services:
(1) Free inter-library loan for Japanese language materials. Princeton has
waived its inter-library loan charges for Japanese language materials, retro
active to July, 1977. Those who have paid for such charges are being reimbursed
with coupons.
(2) Improved bibliographical access. To make its Japanese periodical resources
more widely accessible, the Gest Library has compiled a holding list entitled
Japanese Periodicals on Historical Science in the Gest Oriental Library & East
Asian Collections, Princeton University which is being sent to selected scholars
and specialists on Japan and institutions having Japanese studies.
(3) Free in-house consultation. As in the past, visitors to the Gest Library
may use the materials in the Library without charge and are free to browse in

-16-

the open stacks.
(4) Regional cooperation. The Gest collections are available to specialists
in the Greater Philadelphia area through cooperative arrangements worked out
through the "Princeton-Penn Project," to nearby specialists at Rutgers through
Princeton-Rutgers reciprocal arrangements, and to specialists at Temple and
Villanova through a Workshop Colloquium Series on Japanese-American Relations.
(5) Travel grants for scholars and specialists on Japan. Princeton's East
Asian Studies Program is making available a travel grant totalling $1,500 to
scholars and specialists on Japan who travel to Princeton to use its Japanese
language resources. The grant is administered by the Program.
(David Tsai)

University of Texas-Austin Asian Collection
The Asian and Middle East Collections of the University of Texas at Austin have
recently been moved from Academic Center to quarters in Main Building 316.
Although the Asian and Middle East materials constitute separate collections of
the General Libraries, they maintain a joint reading room. The Asian Collection
previously housed books only in Chinese and Japanese languages, but now includes
materials in Hindi, Sanskrit, Urdu, Pali, and Prakrit as well. The collection
contains about 28,000 volumes in Japanese, 12,000 in Chinese, and 28,000 in
Indian languages. The subjects emphasized are languages, literature, philosophy,
religion, and the social sciences. An East Asian card catalog lists the
collection's Chinese and Japanese holdings alphabetically in author-title and
subject files.
(Kevin Lin)
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LIBRARIANS
ALICE Y. CHI was appointed to the position of Reference Librarian and Head,
Readers Services Section of the Gest Oriental Library and East Asian Collections,
Princeton University, effective November 13, 1978. Ms. Chi holds a M.S. in Library
Service from Columbia University; an M.A. in Asian Studies from the University
of Oregon; and has taken graduate courses in the Doctorate program with the
Department of Oriental Studies, University of Arizona. Since 1975, Ms. Chi has
worked as a microfilm technician in the preservation project of the East Asian
Library and most recently as a bibliographical assistant in serial cataloging
at Butler Library, Columbia University.
(David Tsai)

MAUREEN DONOVAN has joined the staff of the Catalog Department of the Ohio State
University Libraries, Columbus, Ohio, as Japanese Cataloger. She was formerly
Reference Librarian in the Gest Oriental Library and East Asian Collection,
Princeton University Libraries.

IK-SAM KIM was appointed to the position of Head of the Oriental Library at the
University of California, Los Angeles, as of January 1, 1979. For the past two
and a half years he served as acting head following the retirement of Mrs.
Man-Hing Chen. After receiving both Bachelor's and Master's degrees in Chinese
Languages and Literature from Seoul National University, Mr. Kim studied at the
National Taiwan University in the Research Institute of Chinese Language and
Literature. Coming to the United States in 1964, he completed the Master of
Arts program in Far Eastern Languages at Harvard University, and later, the
Master of Library Science degree at UC Berkeley. In October, 1970, Mr. Kim
was appointed to the UCLA Oriental Library as Chief Reference Librarian and
Cataloger foss Japanese and Korean materials. This new appointment recognizes
the highly successful management and administrative experience he has
provided the Library in the capacity of Acting Head.
(Anthony Greco)

THOMAS C. KUO, Curator of the East Asian Library of the University of Pittsburgh
and a Fulbright grantee doing research in Taiwan, was honored by the Chinese
Library Association at a reception held at the National Central Library at Taipei
on November 24, 1978. Professor Chen-ku Wang, Director of the National Central
Library, acted as Chairman of the reception party and introduced Dr. Kuo to
the participants, among whom were Directors of university and college libraries
and faculty members of Library Science. At the reception, he was asked to speak
on the general trends of U.S. libraries. He discussed the state of automation,
a national bibliographical network, and resource sharing among library communities
in the United States, emphasizing the prospects of automation. His speech was
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well received and will be published in a professional journal. Later in the
evening, Dr. Kuo was the guest of honor at a dinner party hosted by the Executive
Committee of the Chinese Library Association.
(N. Lee)

S H I H - K U E I L I , Assistant Head of Chinese Section at the Gest Oriental Library and
East Asian Collections, Princeton University, passed away on December 13, 1978.
His death was mourned by his family, colleagues, and friends. Mr. Li brought to
Princeton with him both a valuable scholarly background and a professional
competency, having obtained his B.A. in 1944 in China, a professional diploma
from the School of Journalism in 1946, his M.A. from the Teachers' College in
1948 and his M.S. from the School of Library Service in 1965, all from Columbia
University. Prior to his joining the Gest Library staff in 1965, Mr. Li had
worked-for fifteen years as a reference librarian with the Chinese Information
Service in New York. He will be sorely missed by all who knew him.
(David Tsai)

HOWARD LO, Asian Cataloger, Brigham Young University, recently returned from a
semester's research on the functions performed by public libraries in Taiwan's
educational system. He visited nearly twenty public libraries at various sites
in Taiwan, interviewing library personnel, patrons, and a number of government
and educational leaders. His findings will form the basis of a thesis he is
preparing for his second Master's degree. He will present a paper on this subject
at the next Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies.
(Anthony W. Ferguson)

DIANE PERUSHEK was appointed Curator of the Wason Collection on Chi na and the
Chinese, Cornell University Libraries, effective November, 1978. Ms. Perushek
holds a joint appointment in both the University Libraries and the Department
of Asian Studies of the College of Arts and Sciences. A Ph.D. candidate in
Chinese literature at Princeton University, Ms. Perushek received a degree in
Library Science from the University of Michigan in 1968 and also holds the
Advanced Certificate in East Asian Librarianship from the University of Chicago.
She has spent several years of study in Taiwan and Japan.
(Paul Cheng)

MASAEI SAITO has joined the staff of the Asia Library, the University of Michigan,
as Assistant Head and Curator of the Japanese Collection. A graduate of the
Tohoku University at Sendai, Mr. Saito served in various professional capacities
at the International House Library 1962-65 and Tohoku University Library 1965-73.
He was appointed Associate Professor of Library Science at Tohoku Fukushi University
at Sendai in 1973 where he became the Deputy Director of the Library in 1977.
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He was also concurrently a lecturer in library science at Miyagi Women's College
and a member of the Research Group of Tohoku University. Nr. Saito has published
numerous articles on library science and German librarianship in various Japanese
professional journals.
He also compiled A Select List of Books on Tokyo, 18681971 while he was Visiting Bibliographer at the Asia Library.
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ARTICLES
Archival and Library Resources on East Asia
in the Washington, D. C. Area
The above is the collective title given to three separate papers which
were read at a special panel of the 7th Annual Meeting of the Mid-Atlantic
Region of the Association for Asian Studies, held at the George Washington
University, Washington, D. C, October 28-29, 1978.

I.

Historical and Contemporary East Asian Resources
in the Department of Agriculture Library

Gary K. McCone

National Agricultural Library

Library services of the National Agricultural Library (NfcL) are carried out through
the Main Library located in Beltsville, Maryland, and through a branch library in
the United States Department of Agriculture Building in downtown Washington. The
branch library houses social science and law materials dealing with agriculture,
while the majority of the collection is in Beltsville. The National Arboretum,
which is the home of the National Bonsai Collection, also contains a collection
of books, among which are a number of materials on bonsai plants. As one of three
national libraries, the others being the Library of Congress and the National
Library of Medicine, NAL provides researchers, other libraries, and the general
public with specialized information in the fields of agriculture and related
sciences.
NAL's core collection is centered, as might be expected, around agricultural sub
jects, among which are: animal science, plant science, forestry, soils, food and
nutrition, agricultural economics, and rural sociology. Works on numerous other
subjects are also collected to support research and program needs of the Department
of Agriculture. Social scientists as well as economists, demographers, and others
researching the United States'relations in East Asia can benefit from these
materials.
Publications in many languages are acquired, including a large quantity of materials
in Chinese, Japanese, and Korean. The collection is particularly strong in publi
cations of agricultural experiment stations and various government agencies of
East Asia. The majority of the serial publications are received through exchange
agreements between U.S.D.A. and government agencies of institutions in foreign
countries. Due to U.S. Department of State restrictions, NAL has not been allowed
to correspond with the People's Republic of China or the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea. Therefore the library's publications from these two countries
are limited to those purchased by book dealers in Hong Kong and Japan. NAL cur
rently mantains exchange agreements with some 250 institutions in Japan, 75 in
the Republic of China, and 50 in the Republic of Korea.

-21-

East Asian publications are not shelved separately at NAL but are integrated into
the general collection. This makes it rather difficult to obtain statistics on
the number and type of East Asian materials in the collection. The most recent
estimates (from c. 1974) have placed the size of the East Asian collection at 25,000
volumes in Chinese, 26,000 in Japanese, and 6,000 in Korean. In addition to the
serials andmonographs in oriental languages, the collection also includes a sub
stantial number of important reports, working papers, and other documents on
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean subjects prepared in Western languages by various
technical missions and organizations.
The variety of East Asian materials at NAL ranges from 19th century botanical
monographs in oriental binding (e.g., Shintei Somoku Dzusetsuffo
^
j£ jjf. «,
(Monograph on the plants of Japan) by Inouma Yokusai ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ published in 20
volumes in 1874), to currently published serials from Taiwan (e.g.. Journal of
the Horticultural Society of China ( * f )
^ £ ) , volume 1, 1954, to the present).
A large number of the publications are in East Asian languages (e.g., Choson nongomnon fy]&^'jff$!j} (Rural economy in Korea) by Yi H u n - g u ^ ^-jfL. ) . A great
many, however, are in English even though they are published in an East Asian
country (e.g.. The following English language serial has been received since 1887,
even though undergoing two changes of title: Bulletin of the College of Agriculture,
Tokyo Imperial University, vol. 1-8, 1887-1909; Journal of the College of Agricul
ture, Tokyo Imperial University, vol. 1-15, 1909-1941; Records of Researches in
the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Tokyo, vol. 1-13, 1950-1963).
Bibliographic tools available which provide access to the East Asian resources at
the National Agricultural Library include:
(1) The public card catalog at the library.
(2) The Dictionary Catalog of the National Agricultural Library, which is pub
lished monthly and contains entries by title, author, and subject for all books
and journals added to the NAL collection since 1862.
(3) The Bibliography of Agriculture, which has been published monthly since
1942 with several cumulations. The B of A is an index to the serial literature
pertaining to all aspects of agriculture.
(4) A G R l C O L A , which is a family of data bases consisting of indexes to general
agriculture
food and nutrition, and agricultural economics. Approximately 5,000
journals are currently indexed for inclusion in AGRICOLA which presently contains
more than one million books and journal articles, representing all items cataloged
and indexed by NAL since 1970. There are currently about 3,000 Chinese-language
items, 24,000 Japanese-language items, and 800 Korean-language items in this data
base, which is available for on-line searching through several commercial services.
NAL also maintains another on-line data base—USERLINE; it contains records for
all serial titles which have been received at NAL since 1971. The data base cur
rently contains some 35,000 records of which 880 are from Japan, 242 are from the
Republic of China and the People's Republic of China, and 158 are from the Republic
of Korea and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
The library also has a number of manuscripts and travel diaries in English relating
to East Asia that are of obvious interest to people doing work on the history of
American-East Asian relations. Chief among these are the typewritten memoirs of
Horace Capron (1804-1885), who served as a general during the United States Civil
War, was the second head of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and subsequently did
much to help develop the island of Hokkaido in the north of Japan. General Capron
was sent to Japan by President Grant in response to a request from the Emperor of
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Japan in 1871. Upon arriving in Japan, Capron and the 75 experts who worked with
him set about modernizing Hokkaido, which at that time was mostly inhabited by the
Ainu living in fishing villages along the coast. They established the first mete
orological observatory in Japan, built a 40-foot-wide road from Hakodate to Sapporo,
constructed bridges and a railroad, and built a 14-mile canal from Tokachi to
Sapporo. They introduced many types of vegetables to Japan and had a great amount
of success with experimental plantinqs of apples. A saw mill and a flour mill,
both using hydro-electric power, which was new to Japan, were built in Sapporo.
Capron also established a horse breeding farm and founded both an agricultural
school in Sapporo and the first women's normal school in Japan. General Capron,
who was the first foreigner to receive the decoration of the Second Order of the
Rising Sun from the Emperor of Japan, included many detailed descriptions of his
four years of experiences in Japan in his two-volume typewritten manuscript.
The National Agricultural Library also has a seven-volume manuscript written by
Palemon Howard Dorsett, which includes many photographs of the United States'
agricultural expedition to the Orient between 1929 and 1930 as well as handwritten
descriptions of the subjects. Among the topics focused on are bamboo, farms,
landscapes, ornamentals, parks and gardens, temples and shrines.
Another manuscript, entitled Reminiscences ofVlearly Half a Century in Japan, was
written by Edwin Dun, who went to Japan as an agricultural expert with General
Capron in 1871 and stayed until his death in Tokyo in 1931. During his stay in
Japan, Dun served as United States minister to Japan and in other official capacities.
The rare book collection at NAL also contains volumes of works in Japanese and
Chinese dating from the 18th and 19th centuries. Many are botanical in nature and
contain detailed drawings of plants; others are multi-volume rhyming dictionaries.
There are also Western-language reports of agricultural and botanical expeditions
to East Asia.
The National Agricultural Library has a large quantity of materials which would be
of value to anyone doing research on agriculture-related subjects; it also has a
great number of unique works which could be extremely useful for research on any
subject relating to East Asia. TQie library honors interlibrary loan requests from
all libraries, and will send either the work itself or a photocopy, depending
on length and copyright laws.
A limited number of the following publications, relating to the East Asian Collection,
are available free of charge. When requesting any of these titles, please send
a self-addressed mailing label to: Reference Division, Technical Information Systems,
National Agricultural Library Building, Beltsville, Maryland 20705.
Chinese Agricultural Publications from the Republic of China since 1947.
Compiled by William J. C. Logan. March, 1964. Library List #81.
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean Dictionaries in the Collection
Agricultural Library.
Compiled by Gary K. McCone. 1977.

of the National

Communist Chinese Monographs in the USDA Library.
Compiled by Leslie T. C. Kuo
and Peter B. Schroeder. June, 1961. Library List #71.
Communist Chinese Periodicals in the Agricultural Sciences.
Compiled by Leslie
T. C. Kuo and Peter B. Schroeder. May, 1963. Library List «#70, rev.

-23-

Japanese Serial Publications
Library List #72.

in the National Agricultural

Korean Publications in the National Agricultural
Schroeder. June, 1963. Library List #79.

Library.

Library.

June, 1962.

Compiled by Peter B.

Oriental Serial Publications in the Zoological Sciences.
Compiled by Leslie T.
C. Kuo and Peter B. Schroeder. August, 1963. Library List #80.
Publications on Chinese Agriculture Prior to 1949. Compiled by William J. C.
Logan and Peter B. Schroeder. July, 1966. Library List #85.
National Agricultural Library
U.S. Route 1
Beltsville Maryland
20705
(301) 344-3746
Hours: 8:00-4:30, Monday-Friday
Contact: Gary McCone
(301) 344-3806

D. C. Branch Library
USDA South Building
14th St. and Independence Ave. SW
Washington, D. C. 20250
(202) 447-3434
Hours: 8:00-5:00, Monday-Friday

***

II. The "Segregated Chinese Files"
of the Immigration and Naturalization Service
at the National Archives
Robert L. Worden

Library of Congress

A collection of China-related materials known informally as the "Segregated Chinese
Files" is located in the National Archives. These files constitute a small sub
group (99 linear feet) of the Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Ser
vice (INS), Record Group 85, which currently totals 956 cubic feet of materials
dated between 1787 and 1954. The Guide to the National Archives of the United
States (Washington, 1974, p. 346) calls this subgroup "Chinese Immigration
Records, 1882-1925." Since this subgroup does not include all records relating
to Chinese immigration and because at one time Chinese-related records were
maintained separately from other immigration files, the designation "Segregated
Chinese Files" (hereinafter SCF) persists.
Various archival guides provide information on the SCF since the time when they
were active records of the former Bureau of Immigration. In 1904, Claude Halstead
Van Tyne and Waldo Gifford Leland, in their Guide to the Archives of the Government
of the United States in Washington (Washington: Carnegie Institution, 1904, p. 175),
said that records of the Bureau extended from 1891 "to date" and were arranged in
two classes: those relative to Chinese exclusion and those relative to other
immigration. They added that "[the] files are admirably arranged; all the papers
relating to a case are filed together, and each case receives a number which
enables it to be readily found." The second edition of Van Tyne and Leland (1907,
p.236) gave further indications of the comprehensive nature of the records and
the ease of their retrieval. At that time a card index system, providing subject,
name, and file number data on each case file, was available.
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By 1940, when the National Archives* published the first description of its hold
ings. Guide to the Materials in the National Archives
(Washington, 1940, p . 1 6 8 ) ,
the whereabouts of the vast majority of the records now available in the SCF
"[had] not been determined."
Only the bound volumes described in the paragraphs
below were in the National Archives in 1940. During the fiscal year 1946, however,
82 linear feet of case files relating to Chinese immigration and residence were
located and accessioned by the National Archives (see Twelfth Annual Report of the
Archivist of the United States, 1945-1946, Washington, 1947, p . 7 8 ) . The second
guide to National Archives materials. Guide to the Records in the National
Archives
(Washington, 1948, pp. 335-336), explained that the once-segregated Chinese files
had been interspersed among the central files of the INS but had been reassembled
by the Service "as a separate body of materials that would show the administration
of regulations covering the immigration of Chinese and their residence in this
country." A similar description of the SCF was provided in the 1974 edition of
the Guide to the National Archives.
These guides provide an accurate and general
description and are satisfactory, perhaps, from the INS perspective.
However,
a more complete description of their content and value to East Asian specialists
is needed.
The following descriptive outline gives the potential user an appreciation of the
scope of the SCF and problems which may be encountered in using the records. It
is based upon an as yet unpublished and only recently compiled preliminary inven
tory (available in draft form for inspection at the National Archives) and upon
my own use of the files. Fifteen series (rather than the 13 enumerated in the
preliminary inventory) are listed here in the order in which they have been inven
toried:
1.

Register to Chinese Letters Received (1898^1903), seven bound volumes. A
register of letters relating to Chinese immigration and exclusion matters
received by the Secretary of the Treasury. Each entry gives a file number,
place or person from whom the letter was received, date received, summary of
contents, and action taken. Some volumes include notations of the imprint
book and the page number on which responses may be found (See No. 2 b e l o w ) .
Additionally, some volumes contain a name index which can be a very useful
finding aid? other volumes are in chronological order only. The letters
registered are generally contained in materials described iri No. 4 below.

2.

Chinese Letters Sent (1900-1908), 62 bound volumes. Letter-press (imprint)
copies of responses sent by the Bureau of Immigration pertaining to Chinese
exclusion laws, deportations, arrests, certificates of residence, letters
concerning salaries of Bureau employees, expense items, instructions, and
assignments of jurisdiction of Bureau employees handling Chinese cases. All
but two of the volumes have name indexes and all contain file numbers keyed
to materials described in No. 4 below.

3.

Index to General Files (1898-1908), one 3" x 5" card box labeled
"x ref to
'50000' files." The cards, arranged numerically by Chinese file number
(series 1 through 1 5 0 0 0 s ) , provide the cross-reference number for files for
warded from the SCF to the General Immigration Records after the Chinese
General Correspondence files were closed in 1908. The General Immigration
!

* The National Archives opened in 1937.

Records, a separate subgroup from the SCF, carry 50000-series numbers, are
well-indexed by subject and name, contain a substantial amount of Chineserelated materials, but are beyond the scope of the SCF and this paper. Each
of the approximately 1,000 cards in this index provides the name of the
Chinese person or organization on whom the file was maintained. The index
is incomplete in that it does not list all files forwarded from the SCF to
the 50000-series. Its main value seems to be in the names it contains.
4.

Chinese General Correspondence (1898-1908, with some pre-1898 materials
included), 215 document boxes—the most numerous in terms of materials and
the most important part of the SCF. This series contains 15,584 file numbers
which actually represent fewer individual files. Some earlier files were
incorporated into larger folders with later file numbers. Additionally, as
explained in No. 3 above, many files from this series have been transferred
to the General Immigration Records. The series is divided into two subseries:
118 green boxes (files 1 through 14025) containing materials from 1898 to
1905 which were stored folded, and 97 red boxes (files 14026 through 15484)
containing materials from 1905 to 1908 which were filed flat. Some of the
older folded files had been forwarded to the newer filing system and were
then unfolded. The nature of this series will be described in greater
detail at the end of this outline.

5.

Customs Case File No. 3358d Related to Chinese Immigration (1877-1891),
6 document boxes containing 69 disarranged files relating to Chinese entry
requirements, illegal entries, smuggling, arrests, deportations, inter-office
memoranda, inquiries concerning the interpretation of the Chinese exclusion
laws, and Chinese infractions of the contract labor laws. These files predate
the Bureau of Immigration and were originally part of the Customs Case Files
contained in Bureau of Customs Records, Record Group 36.

6.

Chinese Smuggling File (1914-1921), 6 document boxes containing 61 files
mostly dating from 1914 and 1915. The files contain both original and carbon
copies of reports submitted by field offices relating to the smuggling of
Chinese into the U.S. The letters are generally grouped by immigration
district although some files are mixed. For instance, a file marked
"Buffalo" contains reports from Baltimore, New York, and other ports of entry.
Some of the reports have 50000-series reference numbers.

7.

Chinese Division File (1924-1925), one document box. The series consists of
unnumbered files of no particular arrangement but which appear to be items
which should have been included in the General Immigration Records. Files
include materials on court opinions, certificates of residence, references
to visas, and questions on immigration procedures and laws.

8.

Application for Duplicate Certificate of Residence (1898-1920), 28 document
boxes containing applications from Chinese residents for duplicate certificates
of residence to replace ones that were lost, stolen or destroyed. Included
with the applications, which cover a span of over 20,000 certificate numbers,
are affidavits on the circumstances of the loss of the original, sworn deposi
tions of the applicant, related correspondence, reports of Chinese inspectors,
and photographs of applicants.

9.

Record of Chinese Deportations (1902-1903), one bound volume (probably part
of a no longer extant larger series) kept by the Washington headquarters of
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the Bureau. The volume consists of information handwritten on preprinted
pages which called for listings of date; names of the U.S. marshal involved,
the immigration officer in charge, and the deporteei the immigration district;
the port of departure; name of ship; date of departure; and expenses incurred.
10.

Record of Chinese Census for the Districts of Montana and Idaho (1894-1896),
one bound volume. An anomaly in the SCF and possibly part of a no longer
extant larger series once kept by the Bureau. Records of the Census Bureau
(Record Group 29) might contain similar records.

11.

Actions in Cases of Chinese Arrested Because in U.S. in Violation of Law
(1905-1907), one bound volume containing summary statistics on Chinese
illegal residents, arranged by states and judicial districts. The volume
consists of mostly blank pages.

12.

Chronological Records Relating to Chinese Certificates of Residence (1892-1903),
8 bound volumes. Ledgers, journals, and record books with references to
residence certificates issued to Chinese persons, blocks of certificates
issued to various officials, and duplicate certificates compared with originals
for authenticity.

13.

Numerical Records Relating to Chinese Certificates of Residence (1895-1901),
4 bound volumes. Records of return certificates, registry of Chinese laborers
departing and returning to the U.S., and duplicate certificates issued in
Honolulu.

14.

Miscellaneous Records Relating to Chinese Certificates of Residence (no date),
3 bound volumes of blank (unissued) certificates for departure and return to
the U.S. of Chinese laborers, and one volume with listing of "Certificates
of Residence in Steel Boxes and Cabinets According to Districts," a no
longer extant filing system.

15.

Chinese Immigration Records (1891-1924), one looseleaf folder. Materials
generally relating to exempted classes of Chinese, which, for an undetermined
reason, were not included in the general files. Contains a group of records
on Chinese theatrical performers, businessmen, and students, mostly dating
from the 1910's and the 1920's.

As can be seen from this outline, the most important segment of the SCF is the
series containirfg the 215 document boxes (No. 4 ) ; other series serve as supplements
or cross-referencing aids or are of marginal utility. The materials found in
these boxes can be categorized into three general groupings:
1.

Materials relating to the general administration of Chinese-related laws,
immigration facilities, Bureau personnel, Chinese inspectors, interpreters,
expense accounts, fiscal year financial reports, and so forth.

2.

Materials relating to individual Chinese laborers and their families, such
as court testimonies, requests for certificates or duplicate certificates of
residence, arrest reports, and background investigations (which are numerous
and provide detailed information on the subject's native village, parentage,
circumstances of immigration, occupation and life in the U.S., physical
characteristics, age, and so forth.
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3.

Materials relating to Chinese persons of the exempt classes such as lateCh'ing and early-Republic of China officials, imperial family travellers,
businessmen, gentry-class tourists and students, and exiles of the reformist
and revolutionary groups. In this latter regard, copious materials on
such notables as Sun Yat-sen, K'ang Yu-wei, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, and Huang
Hsing can be found or are cross-referenced in these files.

My own use of these files has been demonstrated in three works. The first is
ray article "K'ang Yu-wei, Sun Yat-sen, et al. and the Bureau of Immigration"
(Ch'ing-shih wen-t'i, June, 1971, pp. 1-10) which drew upon immigration materials
on K'ang and his followers and Sun and his followers to show the problems they
had encountered in entering the U.S. The materials on K'ang were part of the
SCF while the Sun Yat-sen materials were cross-referenced in the SCF and were
obtained by petition to the INS.*
The second work is my doctoral dissertation, "A Chinese Reformer in Exile:
The North American Phase of the Travels of K'ang Yu-wei, 1899-1909" (Georgetown
University, 1972, DAI No. 7234191), which made use of approximately 50 letters,
memoranda, notes, telegrams, and affidavits relating to K'ang which are located
in the SCF. They were used in conjunction with about 150 similar documents from
three other record groups in the National Archives. One of the SCF items
(located in File No. 12264-78, Green Box 86) is a 26-page typewritten letter sent
by K'ang to President Theodore Roosevelt in 1906. This letter was the subject
of my third work, "Letter from K'ang Yu-wei to Theodore Roosevelt" (Bridge: An
Asian American Perspective, Fall, 1977, pp. 18-21).
Delber L. McKee, in his book, Chinese Exclusion Versus the Open Door Policy,
1900-1906, (Wayne State University Press, 1977)., has used a substantial amount of
SCF and other national Archive materials. Writers of two unpublished works have
also used the SCF: Frederic Chapin, "Homer Lea and the Chinese Revolution"
(Senior Thesis, Harvard University Archives, Pusey Library, 1950), and Eve
Armentrout-Ma, "Chinese Politics in the Western Hemisphere, 1893-1911: Rivalry
Between Reformers and Revolutionaries in the Americas" (Doctoral Dissertation,
University of California, Davis, 1977, DAI No. 7809210). However, according to
a long-time archivist at the National Archives, the SCF have seldom been consul
ted in the 30 or more years they have been there.
Future users of the SCF should keep in mind that the files do not include all
Chinese-related immigration materials. The SCF, however, do contain a vast
amount ©f multiple-use documents which can best be located and used if three
factors affecting the files are kept in mind: numerous bureaucratic reorganiza
tions, changes in the immigration laws, and the condition of the materials.
Briefly, prior to 1882, there was no Federal agency charged with the supervision
of immigration other than the Department of State for a brief period, 1864-1868.
Additionally, prior to 1882 there were no general immigration or Federal
Chinese exclusion laws. In that year, however, the Secretary of the Treasury was
* The Sun materials were once housed in the National Archives but
circa
1956 the Department of Justice removed Record Group 85 files on persons and
organizations then still considered "sensitive"; other files are still in various
INS district offices and are also available by petition.
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given the responsibility of enforcing the administration of the first general
immigration law, and the first Chinese exclusion act, based on an 1881 treaty
between the U.S. and China, was enacted. In 1891, an Office of Immigration was
provided for, marking the birth of what is now known as the INS. In 1895 the
Office was redesignated as the Bureau of Immigration, and in 1900 the administra
tion of the Chinese exclusion laws was added to the Bureau's responsibilities by
the Treasury Department. This new responsibility necessitated the creation of
a separate Chinese Certificate Section under the new Immigration and Chinese
Division. In 1903 the Bureau was transferred to the new Department of Commerce
and Labor. Gaining functions relating to naturalization in 1906, the Bureau
changed its name to the Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization. The Bureau
was transferred in 1913 to the new Department of Labor and was divided into two
separate organizations—the Bureau of Immigration and the Bureau of Naturalization—
a situation which persisted until 1933 when the two were reunited into the
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). In 1940 the INS was transferred
to the Department of Justice, its current parent organization. These various
bureaucratic developments at the departmental and bureau levels, in addition to
administrative changes within the Bureau and its divisions, resulted, in part,
in the uneven organization of SCF materials.
Secondly, major legislative evolutions in the Chinese exclusion acts and general
immigration laws between 1882 and 1943 (when the 1882 exclusion law was belatedly
repealed) also contributed to the manner in which Chinese-related materials were
accumulated and maintained. Basically, the exclusion acts forbade the immigra
tion to and residence or citizenship in the U.S. of laboring class Chinese. The
enforcement of laws centered on illegal entrants and those pre-1882 legal entrants
and their descendants. Section 6 of the 1882 law also provided for important
entry exemptions for certified non-laboring classes such as diplomatic personnel,
government officials, businessmen, cultural personnel, and others, all of whom
had to be scrutinized by the Bureau. These laws necessitated the keeping of
copious and segregated filae at least until 1908, when new records began to be
merged with the general records of the Bureau. The Immigration Act of 1924,
which established a permanent quota system for immigration, largely negated
the necessity for maintaining such a comprehensive investigative and filing
system.
Thirdly, a few comments on the physical condition of the records will be of
interest to the user. Judging from the condition of certain records and the
apparent absence of others, it is obvious that, as INS records were retired
and stored in the pre-National Archives days, maintenance was far from ideal.
One bound volume actually has what appear to be burn marks or scorching on its
pages; other volumes' bindings have disintegrated. Many letter-press copies have
faded almost into obscurity. On the positive side, however, the vast majority
of records, whether bound or loose, are in legible and useful condition considering
their age and former lack of preservation. The majority of documents are
unbound and small amounts of them can be easily reproduced in the Central
Research Room. More comprehensive reproduction services are also available on
the premises. An additional benefit is that the entire collection is still in
its original paper form, that is, none of the documents have been microfilmed.
Furthermore, all documents were either written in English originally or were
translated from Chinese at the time of their initiation.
One last comment of encouragement to users of the SCF or any other records is
that the staff of the National Archives is extremely courteous and helpful to
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researchers of every kind. Serious researchers working extensively in one group
or subgroup of records will usually find an interest taken in their project by
the archivist in charge of those records. This professional interest can
frequently result in discoveries of new materials, unexpected leads, and many
other tangible benefits.
National Archives and Records Service
Pennsylvania and 8th Street NW
Washington, D. C. 20408
Central Reference Staff (Room 200B)
telephone (202) 523-2318

Hours: M-F 8:45 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:45 a.m.-5:15 p.m.
Closed Sundays and
Federal Holidays
***

III. North Korean Captured Records
at the Washington National Records Center,
Suitland, Maryland
Thomas Hosuck Kang

Library of Congress

Introduction. The purpose of this paper is to explore and evaluate the so-called
"Records Seized by the U.S. Military Forces in Korea," which are included in the
"Record Group 242, National Archive's Collection of Foreign Records seized, 1941," and specified as "Records Seized by the U.S. Military Forces in Korea,
1921-1952" in the fourth edition of the Guide to the National Archives of the
United States.^- The paper will, first, describe briefly the historical back
ground of the records; second, contrast their significance and extensiveness
with other source materials on North Korea presently available outside that
country; third, analyze their content by category and subject matter; fourth,
discuss means of access to the materials; and finally, conclude with some
suggestions regarding their preservation.
This source is not yet widely known to the public or to the scholarly community
because it had been classified as 'Confidential' until declassified on February
16, 1977. Since that time, these records have been noted briefly, and without
evaluation, in factual reports published in professional newsletters and
bibliographic guides.
Perhaps the best summary to date, despite a few inaccur
acies, appears in a paper by Jack Saunders entitled "Lost in the Labyrinth:
Records in the National Archives Relating to Korea, 1945-1950:"
2

Probably the most valuable collection of records anywhere in the world
outside of North Korea itself concerning the political, economic, and
military activities of North Korea during the 1945-1950 period is con
tained in approximately 1,000 archive boxes in the General Archives
Division. The research potential of these records for anyone interested
in the study of almost any aspect of North Korean history is boundless.
These records include correspondence, office files, personnel files,
printed materials (both North and South Korean periodicals and newspapers),
bulletins, and photographs relating to the government, the courts, and the
army of North Korea. Most of the collection appears to have been captured
when the United Nations Forces occupied Pyongyang during the Korean
War. Annotated shipping lists that briefly describe each document in the
series provide an almost ideal index. These shipping lists have been
microfilmed and may be purchased from the General Archives Division.
The records are not classified and do not need to be screened. The
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only possible problem that this body of material presents to the
researcher is the absence of any translations.
The annotated
shipping lists are in English, but the seized records are in Korean.

3

I. Historical background for the seized records (1945-1951). It is not easy to
trace completely the history of the seized North Korean records. Many have
assumed, incorrectly, that all of the records were seized at one spot, perhaps
in Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea. Within the first months of the war,
the North Korean armed forces occupied large parts of South Korea, leaving only
the so-called "arc circle defense line" of South Korea, the last line of defense
around the periphery of Pusan. As soon as the war situation was reversed in
September, 1950, the U.N. Armed Forces began to advance northward, subsequently
capturing North Korean documents left behind by the
retreating Communists
at various places in South Korea which they had once occupied. Therefore, the
materials captured on earlier dates were all from such South Korean sites as
Taejon, Hyopchon, Woegwan, Kosong, and Andong. There were about 700 different
locations where the documents were seized, about 600 of which are known, while
about 100 are unidentified. Some locations are known by exact place name, but
others are identified merely by the locations of the military forces'units
involved. The major portions of the North Korean materials were captured in
Pyongyang, Hamhung, and Wonsan.
These captured materials, whether seized in South or North Korea, were all trans
ported to the General Headquarters, Far East Command, Translator and Interpreter
Service, 8236th Army Unit, in Tokyo. Before the materials were shipped from
General Headquarters to the United States, ten comprehensive shipping lists were
made in English, painstakingly describing and annotating each and every item.
These documents, which were classified as "Confidential," were shipped on
November 6, 1951, to the Chief, Departmental Records Branch, Adjutant General's
Office, Federal Records Center, King and Union Streets, Alexandria, Virginia.
The shipping advice memorandum specified: Inquiries for the loan or translation
of any of the listed items desired for local exploitation may be addressed to
Commanding Officer Translator and Interpreter Service.
In 1957, when the Departmental Records Branch of the Adjutant General's Office
was terminated, its facilities, most of its staff, and the records in its
custody became part of the National Archives and Records Service. Thus, at this
time, theseized North Korean documents were transferred to the jurisdiction of
the General Archives Division. On February 16, 1977, Mr. William Lewis, an
archivist and document security officer, was authorized by the Army authorities
to examine these records and declassify them. Most of the records have now been
declassified, although there are still restrictions on certain records.
II. Significance and extensiveness of the materials. The Communist regime in
North Korea has been extremely reluctant to release official documents, or to
exchange materials or information with the outside world. Indeed, security with
respect to the dissemination of documentary materials has been tighter in
North Korea than in almost any country in the world. Thus, the seized North
Korean documents in the National Archives constitute a research resource of
exceptional rarity, which includes materials, such as unique manuscript, diary,
and notebook items, that are now unavailable even in North Korea. However,
despite their obvious research potential, little has been done to date to exploit
these records for research purposes, or even to assess their research value.
Major bibliographic sources cn North Korea4 have seldom mentioned the seized
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documents, and to our knowledge, only one serious study, a recent doctoral disser
tation, has made extensive use of these materials.5
Some indication of the extensiveness of the seized North Korean documents may be
gained from reference to the "Index," that is, the Shipping Advice Lists. Each
of the ten lists summarizes, as shown below, the contents of the shipping boxes
in which the documents were transferred from Korea to the United States:
Shipping Advice
Numbers

Shipping Boxes

Item Numbers

Shipping Lists
(Index) Pages

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
(20181)

10
10
10
10
10
8
8
8
2
(1)

669
819
296
486
1 ,742
1 ,096
580
1 ,048
499
(35)

53
81
28
48
167
116
76
115
59
(3)

TOTALS

77

7:,270

746

Document
Pages
181,,628
109,,711
95,,084
234,,223
234,,300
149,,560
262,,859
274,,912
66,,622

1,608,,899

Originally packed in 77 large shipping boxes, the documents were later placed
into 1,214 federal record boxes and 29 oversized packages. The actual number of
these boxes is not known, but is an approximation based on a recent estimate.
The number of pages given in the table above (1,608,899) is also only an
approximation, since it involved the counting of many different types and formats
of materials, such as photographs and separated pages of newspapers and books.
If the duplicated materials were also taken into account, the total number of
pages would probably be several times greater. But whatever the actual numbers,
the collection in itself is undeniably the size of a small special archive or
library.
ITI. Categories and Subjects of the Collection. Our primary concern in this
paper is the kinds of documents that are contained in the seized North Korean
materials. At first glance, no system of organizing the materials is apparent.
However, if the "index" (originally the Shipping Advice Lists) is examined
carefully, we see that the materials which were captured in the same area or are
in the same foreign language all appear on the same list, with only a few exceptions.
One list concentrates almost exclusively on newspapers and magazines, while another
list contains more references to books than to other materials. Nevertheless,
the materials in general are disorganized and difficult to use. Therefore, for purposes
of this presentation, we shall simply categorize them by languaqe, f o m a t , and subject.
(1) By language: the records can be classified according to the language in
which they are written; the volume of the materials in each language can also be
estimated. The major parts of the collection are, of course, in the Korean
language, but there are also portions in Japanese, Russian, Chinese, and
English. After Korea was liberated from Japanese rule in 1945, North Korean
leaders tried to wipe out completely any trace of Japanese culture which reflected
Japanese colonial rule, but they apparently spared certain valuable studies.
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records, and statistical surveys on Korea written by Japanese and in the Japanese
language. Such items are not numerous (perhaps there are only 500), but they
are exceedingly voluminous, totaling about 300,000 pages.
In contrast, the captured documents include no large amount or variety of Russian
materials. There are only about 100 items, consisting of fewer than 10,000
pages. It is probable that since the Russian occupation period after World War II
was comparatively short, not many Koreans had had time to master the Russian
language and to read the original Russian texts. North Korea was, rather, under
urgent pressure from the Soviet Union to construct a Communist state in accordance
with the Soviet model. However, in order to restrict unnecessary Soviet influ
ence from penetrating Korean society. North Korean leaders purposely discouraged
ordinary Korean people from learning the Russian language, so as to prevent them
from developing personal relationships with the Soviet occupying forces.
The main themes in the Russian materials are the thought, of Lenin and Stalin,
history of the Russian revolution, commune development, and education of the
people. It seems that these materials were intended for translation into
the Korean, language for nation-wide consumption. It is worthwhile to mention
that while the seized North Korean materials were all classified as "Confidential"
under the U.S. military authority, some of the Russian materials were labelled
as "Otherwise Restricted Information," while other Russian materials were more
strictly classified as "Security-Classified Information." Reference to these
items (2011-8: 106-120) was completely deleted from the index.
As for the Chinese materials, even though the Chinese Volunteer Army assisted
the North Koreans In the war, the one-year-old Communist Chinese regime could
not at that time have had much influence on the building of a Communist North
Korean state. Perhaps for this reason only about 80 items of Chinese materials,
totaling little more than 3,000 pages, are to be found in the collection. Finally,
the English-language materials captured in North Korea are extremely rare,
amounting to fewer than 100 pages. The paucity of such material may be a reflec
tion of North Korean anti-American and anti-Western sentiment, and was probably
a way to limit communication between North Koreans and the enemy.
(i)
By format: the seized documents include books, newspapers, magazines,
mimeographed texts, reports and records, handwritten diaries, notebooks, lecture
texts, government documents, photographs, lists or rosters of personal histories,
and Russian educational slides. With the exception of the books, all these
materials are invaluable to scholars outside of North Korea in one way or another,
especially as sources for objective research on the history of North Korean
society during the period from 1945 to 1950. Some of the records are not only
unique outside of North Korea, but are probably no longer available in North Korea
itself. It should be stressed that among these formats. South and North Korean
newspapers and magazines, covering the period 1946-1951, are of particular
value in filling the gap in the field of Korean news and periodical publications
created by the Korean War.
(3) By Subject: to describe this collection by subject categories would be an
endless task. Briefly, however, the major subjects are enumerated as follows:
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A. Politics: government organizations, functions, operations, activities;
constitutional records; laws, regulations, cabinet meetings, ministries records;
Supreme People's Assembly; court trial cases and records; police reports, records,
and activities; political parties, central and local organizations, membership,
cell organization and activities.
B. Foreign Affairs: Russian-Korean relations organizations and activities,
international diaries on major powers; analyses of the international situation
in chronological form; developments of the peace treaties after World War II;
anti-South Korean plots; anti-American activities.
C. Economy: land reform, development of industries, manpower statistics,
production, ration problems.
D. Education: lists of teachers and students, party organizations in schools,
lists of professors' personal histories; investigation of teachers and students;
Russian studies, Russian education (slides); school textbooks, lecture notebooks;
training of teachers.
E. Construction; Roads, railroads, and bridges; construction projects
weeks, months, years).

(by days,

F. Military: Recruitment and registration; investigation of elements (social
status) of soldiers; military training of the people; road construction, aircraft,
people's army, use of ammunition
and arms; restriction lists (on qualification
by social status of soldiers).
G. The Korean War: Kim II Sung speeches; victory news and propaganda; handling
of surrendered South Koreans; liberated areas; and land reform.
H. Foreigners in North Korea: lists of Japanese names in North Korea; lists of
Chinese residents, their names, and locations.
XV. Means of Access to the Seized Records. For access to the captured records,
the "Index," comprising the original ten shipping Advice Lists, is indispensable.
The Index has been microfilmed, and in this form it is provided to researchers
in the General Archives Division. However, it is also possible to purchase a
photoreproduction of the Index, consisting in all of 746 pages.
Each item on the lists shows the original shipping box number, item number, where
captured (place name, military unit code, or geographic locations number), date
of capture, original language, and description of the record with bibliographic
data. Descriptions are all in English, in a concise, uniform format, making it
easy to scan the records. Descriptions contain the following data: the number
of copies, the format of the record, the translated or caption title, short anno
tation of the contents, and publishing data. Provided in addition are the trans
lator's name, if any, related person or government agency, and finally, the
pagination. A few typical examples are shown below:
1)

(2005-1-1) Captured: Pyongyang; Date: 29 Oct. 51; Language: Korean.
Printed book, titled "Collection of Treaties and Agreements," containing
all the treaties and agreements concluded between Korea and the USA, England,
France, Germany, and Japan, dated 15 August 49, published by Society for
Study of International Problems, Pyongyang. 486 pp.
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2)

(2005-1-8) Captured; Pyongyang, Date} 26 Oct 50; Language; Korean.
Thirty-seven issues of printed NK magazine, titled "Information," containing
articles on domestic and foreign politics and economics, dated 10 Mar, June,
Aug, and Oct 47, published by Democratic Korea Publishing House, Pyongyang.
240 pp.

3)

(2005-4-6) Captured: Pyongyang; Date: 10 Nov 50; Language; Korean,
Handwritten miscellaneous file, titled "Report from Area B," containing
personal reports on communist agitators sent to South Korea, their character,
date of departure, success or failure of their activities, et cetera, and
maps showing routes taken in South Korea, dated 1950, filed by Wonsan Agita
tor Post, classified "Top Secret." 180 pp.

4)

(2009-4-77) Captured: Suwon Area, reed from FEAF; Date: 20 Sept 50;
Language: Korean. Printed leaflet, containing government ordinance for
land reform in South Korea, dated 4 July 50, issued by Im Do Pong, chairman
of Supreme People's Committee NKDR. 10pp.

5)

(2010-4-8T) Captured: Vicinity (384-63.2); date; 23 Sept 50; Language:
Korean. Handwritten file containing classified table showing land before
and after land reform, date 25 Aug 50, reported from Lee Son U. Chairman
of Poun-Gun Land Reform Executive Committee to Chairman of Ch'ungpuk-do
Land Reform Committee. 12 pp.

6)

(2011-8-5) Captured: 3rd Div Area; Date: 12 Feb 51; Language: Korean.
Two printed leaflets titled "Soldiers and People of ROK," assuring them
of their livelihood, when they join NK, undated, published by GHQ, KNA.
total 2 pp.

As indicated in the preceding illustrations, it is necessary to know three types
of information in order to request certain records: the shipping advice number,
the shipping box number and the item number.
The Index also indicates special instructions for certain important items:
1) Some items were stamped, "Withdrawn for local exploitation," which means that
they were withdrawn for the investigation of the facts described in the documents.
2) Some items were stamped, "Withdrawn by FECOM., Rec date," which means that
they were withdrawn for some reason but were returned on a certain date.
3) Some items were stamped, "Withdrawn by FECOM.," which means that they were
withdrawn for reasons unknown and were never returned.
4) Other items have been withdrawn, as indicated by an "Access Restricted" note
sheet; the reason for withdrawal is noted as, "Otherwise Restricted Information."
For such items, the descriptive information has been completely deleted, and there
is no way of knowing what they contained. Still other items have been withdrawn
for the same reason, but the descriptive information has been only partially
deleted. The following are some of the more obscure examples which stimulate
readers' curiosity:
Handwritten and typewritten file of personal history of civilian living in
Pusan, SK, dated August 1950, written by
. 45pp.
Handwritten sheet, titled "Roster of Informants" containing personal
history of
born on 4 Aug 31 and dwelling at Mansu-dong,
Inchon City, dated 14 Sept 50, belonging to Nam-dong Police Substation, lp.
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It is clear that these two documents have been withdrawn for the protection of
individual privacy, an action undoubtedly motivated by American legalist and
humanistic concepts.
Conclusion. This paper concludes with a summation and some suggestions regarding
the problem of preserving these captured records. First, the materials in
question cover a rich and comprehensive variety of subjects relating to every
aspect of the total organization of North Korea and its operations and activities
from the top to the bottom. Second, these materials are the best available source
for studying North Korean behavior and the history of a Communist state and its
society in the process of development. Third, the index to the records, which
consists of the original shipping lists, even though not organized for use as a
research device, is still an "ideal tool" for retrieving records. Thus, as the
largest collection of such materials existing outside North Korea, the Seized
North Korean Records constitute a unique and invaluable research resource for
study of the period 1945-1951.
Concerning the problems of custody and preservation, careful consideration should
be given to the following points. First, the paper on which the records are
printed or written has begun to deteriorate. The paper is of low quality, being
entirely produced in North Korea in accordance with a policy of strict economic
self-reliance. Over the past 30 to 35 years, the materials have aged, and are in
immediate need of preservation. Second, there is the possibility that some records
might be accidentally misplaced, e.g., a highly valuable record, consisting of a
single sheet, could easily be lost forever. Third, with the present system
governing public access to these records, it is quite possible that certain
documents might be lost or stolen, for example, a single sheet, or a page of a
record, or an important photograph. Fourth, in the event of a peace treaty
concluded between the governments of the belligerent parties, North Korea might
insist upon the return of these materials. With these considerations in mind,
it is here suggested that this still largely untapped treasury of information be
microfilmed, not only to ensure the physical preservation of these records, but
also to make them more easily accessible to libraries and research institutes with
interest in Korean and Asian affairs.
Hours:
Weekdays only 8:00 a.m.-4.15 p.m.
Contact:
George Schalow, or
William Lewis

Washington National Records Center
General Archives Division
4205 Suitland Road
Suitland, Maryland
20409
(301) 763-7410
NOTES:
1.

United States. National Archives and Records Service. Guide to the National
Archives of the United States.
(Washington: National Archives and Records
Service, General Services Administration, 1974).

2.

AAS Newsletter;

3.

Jack Saunders. "Lost in the Labyrinth: Records in the National Archives
Relating to Korea, 1945-1950.: A Research paper, 1978

4.

U.S. Department of the Army. Communist
North Korea: A Bibliographical
Survey.
(Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1971); Un-sok Kim ed.

and CEAL

Bulletin
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Pukhan koejip shonsul munhonjip (A Collection of the North Korean Documents on
strategy).
(Seoul: Han'guk Asea Pan gong Yonmaeng, 1 9 5 7 ) ;
Carrol Henry
Blanchard. Korean War Bibliography and Maps of Korea (Albany: Korean
Conflict Research Foundation, 1 9 6 4 ) ;
Korea (Republic). Kukt'o T ' o n g i r w o n .
Kongasansanjuui kwan'gye toso mongnok (A Bibliography on Communism).
(Seoul:
Kukt'o T ' o n g i r w o n , 1 9 6 9 ) ;
Dae-Sook Suh. The Korean Communist Movement,
1918-1948.
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University, 1 9 6 7 ) ;
Dae-Sook Suh.
Documents of Korean Communism, 1918-1948.
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton
University, 1 9 7 0 ) ;
Key Paik Yang. Ch'uyoso yokkun Miguk Kukhoe Tosogwan
sojang Pukkoe charyo mongnokchip (Selected Bibliography of North Korean
(Seoul: Kukt o T'ongirwon, 1 9 7 0 ) ;
Materials in the Library of Congress.)
Stewart E. North Korean Education and Society.: A Select and Partially
Annotated Bibliography Pertaining to the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea.
(London: University of London Institute of Education, 1 9 7 2 ) ;
Robert A. Scalapino and Chong-sik Lee. Communism in Korea.
(Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1 9 7 2 ) ;
George Ginsburgs. Soviet Works on
Korea, 1945-1970 (Los Angeles: University of Southern California Press,
1973).; and Se-jin Kim ed. Korean Unification:
Source Materials with an
Introduction (Seoul: Research Center for Peace and Unification, 1 9 7 6 ) .
1

5.

Bruce G. Cumings. "The Politics of Liberation: Korea,
(UnpublishedDissertation Columbia University, 1 9 7 5 ) .
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1945-1947."

WHAT'S NEW IN TECHNICAL PROCESSING
I.

Survey on romanizing East Asian records

Prom December, 1978, to January, 1979, the CEAL Subcommittee on Technical
Processing conducted a survey on the romanization and automation of East
Asian bibliographic records. The following report, prepared by Thomas H.
Lee,
Subcommittee Chairperson, provides details of the survey and its re
sults.
(A copy of this report has been sent to Joseph H. Howard, Assistant
Librarian for Processing Services of the Library of Congress, through the
CEAL Chairperson).
Results of a Survey on the Romanization and
Automation of East Asian Cataloging Records
(1) Introduction. After the Library of Congress announced that it is
"seriously considering complete romanization of its bibliographic records
for all nonroman scripts except Chinese, Japanese and Korean" (LC Informa
tion Bulletin, v. 37, no. 43, October 27, 1978), the Subcommittee on Tech
nical Processing of the Committee on East Asian Libraries (CEAL/STP) felt
that it was time to conduct a survey of opinion regarding the advisability
of complete romanization of East Asian cataloging records. As a result,
in early December, 1978, CEAL/STP sent out questionnaires to 58 major East
Asian libraries and collections in North America, inviting their comments
on two questions: 1) Can cataloging records for materials written in East
Asian vernacular scripts be made in romanized form only, and 2) if no tech
nical means are immediately available for inputting Chinese, Japanese, and
Korean scripts, what alternatives should libraries consider in order to keep
bibliographic records for East Asian materials in an automated library system.
Responses to the survey came back promptly. As of January 26, 1979, 49 in
stitutions (over 84 percent of the total contacted — some libraries sent
back more than one answered questionnaire) responded, expressing a strong
and almost unanimous opinion (see tabulation of survey results) that Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean cataloging records must contain vernacular scripts for
clear and, unmistakable identification of names, titles, and meaning and that,
before means for inputting East Asian scripts are available, any romanized record
used for machine input should be accompanied by a corresponding manually made
record ir the vernacular script for consultation by the user.
;

(2) Tabulation of survey results. The questionnaire used for the survey asked
two questions and left space for additional comments. Each of the two questions
was provided with two sets of answers for the respondents to select:
Question 1: Cataloging records for materials written in Chinese, Japanese, and
Korean, whether in card form or machine-readable form (check one below)
Answer A:

must have vernacular scripts for clear and unmistakable identifica
tion of names, titles, and meaning.

Answer B:

can be made in fully romanized form (i.e., without vernacular scripts)
and still make sense to the users.
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Question 2; If, for automation purposes, no means are immediately availa
ble for inputting Chinese, Japanese, and Korean scripts, the following option
should be adopted to provide bibliographic records for such East Asian lan
guage materials;
(check one below)
Answer A:

produce one record in fully romanized form for machine input and
another record in the vernacular script for a manual catalog for
consultation by the user.

Answer B:

produce only one record in fully romanized form for machine input
and no record in the vernacular script.

The table that follows shows how each of the 49 institutions chose to answer
these questions.
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LIBRARIES
Arizona State
ARL Center for Chinese Research Mat.
Brigham Young
British Columbia
Brown
California (Berkeley). Center for
Chinese Studies
California (Berkeley). East Asiatic
Library
California (Davis)
California (Los Angeles)
California (Santa Barbara)
Chicago
Claremont (California)
Columbia
Cornell
Dartmouth (Hanover, NH)
Duke
Florida State (Tallahassee)
Harvard
Hawaii
Hoover
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Maryland
Massachusetts
Miami
Michigan
Michigan State
Minnesota
National Library of Medicine
New York. State Univ. College.
World Study Center
North Carolina
Oberlin
Ohio State
Oregon
Pittsburgh
Princeton
Rochester (New York)
Rutgers
St. John's
Seton Hall
Texas
Toronto
Virginia
Washington (St. Louis)
Washington (Seattle)
Wlscons in
Yale

QUESTION 1
Answer A Answer B

QUEST][ON 2
Answer A Answer I

X

X

X

X
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X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

x (for si i r ifils onl ')

x

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
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X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

Arizona
•Proposing a variant option, but in the same direction.

xX*
X

(3) Stannary of "Additional comments." 15 of the 49 respondents gave
additional comments, either by writing remarks on the questionnaire sheet
or by attaching copies of letters they had written to LC recently on the
subject. The majority of "comments" were meant to substantiate Answer A
to both Question 1 and 2 with further analysis and facts and, in addition,
'to stress the urgency and importance of seeking, through LC, the necessary
means for automating East Asian scripts. The quotations below summarize
the major points:
"The idiographic element in Chinese, Japanese, and Korean scripts cannot
be satisfactorily presented in the present romanization systems. Accurate
and efficient identification of vernacular titles through romanization are
often fruitless. Computerized systems capable of inputting East Asian
characters are already in existence and the advancements being made in
technology are progressing rapidly. Linking up different data inputting
systems may not be so difficult and the cost and training of personnel
may not be that prohibitive...We urge the Library of Congress to positively
explore the newer technology that is now available to input these [East
Asian] languages such as the IPX system, various Japanese systems, and the
latest developments by the Xerox Company and the Wang An Company." —
Berkeley
"The Library of Congress and the. East Asian library community, together with
others interested, should secure the necessary funds and proceed without
delay in the search for a basic solution to the problem of automating East
Asian scripts." — Harvard
"All three languages: Chinese, Japanese, and Korean, have similar and dis
similar reasons why they cannot be understood by romanization alone. For
example, Chinese has many homonyms, e.g., the romanized word chi can be writ
ten in over a hundred ways in characters, with different meanings. In Japa
nese, there is the problem of homonyms also, but the larger problem is the
different ways of reading one Chinese character, e.g., the character for soil
(3^ ) can be read in at least six ways. Chinese characters came to Japan
from different regions of China and through Korea, each bringing its own
pronunciation, and the Japanese accepted them all and also adopted the cha
racters to represent their own spoken Language, hence the many ways of read
ing one character, making names extremely difficult to read. I bring these
points up to emphasize our resolution during the meeting of the Committee
on East Asian Libraries in Chicago on March 30, 1978, that if East Asian
catalog records were completely romanized without characters, they would be
unintelligible to the users." — Indiana
"A major research library can under no circumstances fulfill its functions
without character entries on its catalog cards." — Columbia
"...For instance, for the sound i^ [as in Chinese] in the fourth tone there
are more than ninety commonly used Chinese characters. No system of romani
zation can indicate which of these is intended. Thus a purely romanized
index would be useless for the needs of scholarly research." — Chicago
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II.

New ALA committee on Asian and African Materials

At the January, 1979,Midwinter Conference, the ALA RTSD Cataloging and
Classification Section (CCS) Executive Committee reconfirmed its approval
of the formation of a new standing committee on the cataloging of Asian
and African materials. The new committee, officially named Committee on
Cataloging: Asian and African Materials, will start functioning in June of
this year with a membership of seven, two of whom will be generalist catalogers and five of whom will be selected for expertise in the areas of the
committee's responsibility. Thomas H. Lee of the CEAL/STP has been invited
to serve on the committee as a founding member for a term of two years
(1979-1981). Members of the committee will meet for the first time in
Dallas during the June, 1979, ALA Annual Conference.
The function statement of the committee, a draft version of which appeared
in the last issue of the CEAL Bulletin (no. 5 7 ) , has been revised and offi
cially approved by the CCS Executive Committee. It now reads:
(1) To consider all aspects of problems in the bibliographic organization
of materials issued in or dealing with Africa and Asia, with the exception of
Asiatic U.S.S.R.
(2) To review the use of the various ISBD's for describing materials written
in non-alphabetic scripts or non-roman alphabets used in these areas and make
recommendations concerning them to the Descriptive Cataloging Committee.
(3) To review tables for romanization of languages used in these areas that
are written in a non-roman script, recommend changes as necessary, and approve
their adoption for use in library catalogs. To transmit the approved tables
through the official ALA liaison to the appropriate agency.
(4) To consider problems in the bibliographic description of materials issued
in these areas, especially those deriving from non-Western publishing tradi
tions, and to make recommendations concerning them to the Descriptive Cata
loging Committee.
(5) To consider problems in establishing the form of heading for names of
persons and of corporate bodies in these areas and make recommendations con
cerning them to the Descriptive Cataloging Committee.
(6) To consider problems in established classification systems as they relate
to these areas and make recommendations for change to the appropriate body for
each classification system through the Subject Analysis Committee.
(7) To consider problems in subject headings for materials dealing with these
areas and make recommendations for change to the bodies responsible for speci
fic lists of subject headings through the Subject Analysis Committee.
(8) To communicate their findings to the library profession through committee
reports, articles in professional journals, and any other channels that seem
feasible or desirable.
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SPECIAL REPORTS
I.

East Asian Scripts and Library Automation in North America;
Expansion" or "File Enhancement?''

"Print Chain

In the LC Information Bulletin of October 27, 1978, the Library of Congress
announced its intention to exclude East Asian languages—and East Asian languages
alone—from its plan to automate in romanized form only the catalog records of
publications in non-roman scripts. Presumably the Library arrived at this
decision after careful consideration of the current state of the art of Chinese
character processing and library automation in North America, and of the costs
of developing and maintaining a system which would permit the incorporation of
records in East Asian scripts into its machine readable catalog. But whatever
the reasons for the decision, it would appear that at present LC does not contem
plate any move toward automating its catalog records in East Asian scripts;
and without the leadership of LC in this vital area, it is further apparent
that data processing of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean in American libraries will
at best be left at a stand-still. Faced with this prospect, we who are concerned
about East Asian library resources and services in North America must ask
ourselves a critical question: where do we go from here?
In library automation of East Asian languages, three factors need to be considered:
the library system, the character processing system, and the interfacing of these
two systems. This report will briefly outline the two systems and take note of
current thinking regarding interfacing—which will here be termed "print chain
expansion"—and will then propose an alternative, hereafter referred to as "file
enhancement." It is hoped that this report will generate further discussion on
automated library systems in general and Chinese character processing systems
in particular; but most importantly that it may lead to further exploration and
research on the subject of interfacing.
An automated library system stores two types of information in a computer. The
first is the data base, which consists of bibliographic information, such as
author and title, and controlling data, such as borrowers' names. The second
kind of information is the data base management system—also known as "software"—
which, together with its documentation, enables the user to create, maintain, and
retrieve information from the data base. The computer machinery i t s e l f —
including the terminal, the printer, e t c . — is called "hardware." The latter
will not, however, be discussed in this report.
Data base. A computerized library data base, or data bank, is strikingly similar
in content to a group of library card catalogs. It consists of numerous data
items, such as authors, titles, and subject headings. Each data item—for example,
a subject heading—is composed of a string of "characters," such as the roman
alphabet letters contained in the heading, "ASIA." Hardcopy output capability
is determined by the capability of the print chain, comparable to the typing
element of an IBM Selectric typewriter. The keybo rd and the print chain usually
have corresponding characters. The current standard for American library auto
mation is the ALA print chain, which contains the letters of the roman alphabet,
the arabic numerals, and a host of diacritical marks and symbols. In the ALA
print chain, there are no Chinese characters, Japanese kana, or Korean hangul.
(We shall call these "East Asian scripts," to distinguish them from other
computer "characters.") Technically, it is possible to expand the keyboard and
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the ALA print chain to include some 10,000 or more East Asian script-units.
To accomplish this, however, the hardware and software of existing parental
library systems, such as OCLC and BALLOTS, would have to be drastically modified
to a degree that would be financially unacceptable to most North American
library system managers. Not only would modification entail high costs in
research and development; it would doubtless also significantly boost the cost
of maintenance in the future. Administrators are not likely to support such
research, development, or maintenance costs. Judging by their reluctance to
accept the Slavic and other non-roman alphabets into the print chain, chances
for the acceptance of East Asian scripts appear to be remote. If "print chain
expansion" is currently out of the question, therefore, some other options
need to be explored. Of those presently available, "file enhancement" may
well prove to be the most workable answer.
To utilize the computer data base, a data base management system, consisting
of a group of computer software plus documentation, is required. The system
divides the data items, e.g., subject headings, into records similar to unit
cards and organizes the records into files similar to a shelf list, a subject
catalog, or an order file.
In a manual library file, such as a public card catalog, there is a great redun
dancy of data information. The same information, such as the title on a unit
card, may appear several times in the same file, and again in other files. In
a computer data base, such redundancy usually is kept to a minimum. Whenever
the same information is needed in other records or files, it may be represented
by a unique record number at its first appearance. By using the record number,
the machine can instantly retrieve the corresponding record.
Different networks, such as OCLC, BALLOTS, NELINET, or the Washington Library
Network, have different data management systems, and thus their capabilities
are vastly different. Some can do cataloging only, while others may be designed
to control many or all library functions.
At the core of all library systems is the bibliographic file, which is a group
of master unit cards in machine-readable form. The world-renowned MARC tape
may be considered a bibliographic file. Load the MARC tape onto a library data
base management system and one will have an on-line catalog. The user may
search the MARC records by wa" of a terminal. For example, if the words:
FIND AUTHOR "CLEMENS, SAMUEL"
are typed on the CRT (Cathode ray tube) terminal, the records of all books by
Samuel Clemens will appear one by one on the screen. However, when the words:
FIND AUTHOR "TWAIN, MARK"
are typed, the result will be nil because there is no such author entry in the
file. To compensate for this, some systems—the Washington Library Network, for
o n e — h a v e a cross-reference file called the "authority file." This authority
file, which equates the string of characters "CLEMENS, SAMUEL" with "TWAIN, MARK,"
makes the searching of the bibliographic file more convenient, while at the
same time leaving the bibliographic file independent of the authority file. This
is a very important concept for further discussion.
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Chinese character processing system. Conceptually, for the purpose of the present
discussion, a Chinese character processing system is a computer system having a
print chain consisting of thousands of characters. Theoretically, one can load
a library data management system onto such a computer, input some East Asian data,
and have the East Asian library catalog automated. This has yet to be actually
realized in North America, however.
There are some twenty Japanese computer companies now marketing models of
Chinese character processing systems. One British firm has publicized its
Chinese character encoder; two American companies have sold ideographic systems
to customers in Taiwan; and a third American company is about to announce yet
another new system. These commercial products, plus a few prototypes developed
by research institutes, including at least two from China, demonstrate the possi
bilities of inputting and outputting Chinese characters on the computer. Not
only do they demonstrate that it is possible, but they show it is possible in
many variations, some of which are electronically impressive. For example,
the Nippon Telegraph and Telephone (NTT) system can store 1,800 Chinese characters
on four chips, each only 20.6mm in size.
2

Some of these machines are being used successfully for library oriented data
processing. In Japan the National Diet Library and the National Institute of
Japanese Literature are two examples of libraries now using such machines.
However, to develop an East Asian script system that is MARC compatible and
usable on North American networks such as BALLOTS, OCLC, WLN, or the University
of Toronto Library Automation System, would be both complex and expensive.
Interfacing a library system and a character processing system. One, though
certainly not the only, challenge in the automation of the East Asian scripts,
is compatibility with North American hardware and software. If we now envision
that some day we will be able to use data on the MARC tape, and MARC tape alone,
to produce East Asian scripts on the print-out, that day may actually still be
many years in the future. On the other hand, if we envision ourselves some day
sitting in front of two CRT screens and one ALA standard keyboard and calling
up a romanized MARC record on one screen and a group of corresponding data items
in East Asian scripts on the other, this "some day" could be only two years
away—providing we start the development right away. Merging the two screens
into one, divided into upper and lower panels, might require an added year of
work.
What is proposed here is an interface that would minimize the modification of
current hardware and software used in the American library system. All East
Asian records in the bibliographic f i l e — o f which the MARC tape might be considered
one—would be fully romanized. By way of a record number, this romanized record
would be linked to a sub-system of scripts. This sub-system would be similar to
an authority file in its relation to the bibliographic file, except that it would
be created and stored in a separate computer and could be retrieved automatically
when the romanized record was called up.
This proposal would minimize the altera .ion of the parental data base, such as the
MARC tape, and the parental data management system, such as those at the
University of Chicago or at the University of Washington. A e development and
operation might be separately supported by those who were immediately concerned
with the East Asian library resources. Economically speaking, this approach
might be the most cost-effective solution.
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The weakness of this method is that it is still only a concept on paper; there
is no comparable model in operation for us to evaluate. The lack of previous
experience would mean the need for research. Some of my impatient readers
may now ask why not wait for some library or computer company in Japan or China
to develop a system for us in America.
Research; the pressing need. First, any company that sells data management
systems is selling a general system. The customer must adapt a general system
to his specific needs. Automation in North America means a low-ratio East Asian
script record in a highly sophisticated library system.
It is a unique combina
tion. Research is needed!
Second, there are a great many hardware and software systems on the market.
Which system would suit our needs best? Research is needed!
Third, even if there is a library in Asia which has adopted a system that works
well in its own country, how would we know whether it could be readily interfaced
with a North American library syscem? Research is needed!
Fourth, an Asian system is most likely oriented to its own requirements, such
as a high ratio of East Asian script data or coding of the characters by kana
only. Would we need some adaptation? Research is needed!
It must be emphasized that the research proposed here would be for the purpose
of interfacing two existing systems; it would not be research to develop either
system, and certainly not research to create a new computer. Such research might
be done in either Asia or in North America. Judging from the advances in computer
hard- and software development, the requirement of a language background, and
the development of library systems and networks. North America is probably as
fertile a ground as any for the realization of this research.
The Automation Subcommittee of CEAL plans to simulate an ongoing, active discus
sion on this subject through the CEAL Bulletin.
This article is obviously not
a definitive study, nor does it represent any CEAL position; but it is hoped
that it will serve as an invitation to just such an active and on-going discussion
as will resolve the many and varied problems surrounding East Asian scripts and
their use in library automation in North America.
(Karl K. Lo)

II.

Chinese Librarians Visit Britain.

A delegation of Chinese librarians, lead by Mr. Liu Chi-p'ing, Chief Librarian
of the National Library of Peking, and including Miss Quan Yee-han, Associate
Professor, Department of Library Science, Peking University; Mr. Ch'en Kuang-tso,
Associate Professor, Department of Library Science, Wuhan University; Mr. Hsu
Jen-mou, Technical Advisor, Shanghai Library; Ms. Ch'en Ch'un-sheng, Head of
the Department of Science and Technology, People's Library of Tientsin; M s . Shao
Chang-yu, Secretary, National Library of Peking? and Mr. Li Chen-ming, Assistant
Librarian, Periodicals Section, National Library of Peking, visited Britain
at the invitation of the Great Britain-China Centre from October 11-31, 1978,
as a follow-up to the visit of British Librarians to China in 1976. A happy
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aspect of their visit was that the librarians were able to renew old contacts
as well as to make new friends. Apart from time spent in London, the delegation
was taken on a whistle-stop tour of the country to see a representative sample
of public, industrial, and university libraries.
The delegation wished to gain a general understanding of the library scene as a
whole in the UK, as well as to learn more about the structure and functions of
the Library Association, and the role of the British Library, together with the
relationship of both these bodies to Central Government
A subject of particu
lar interest to them was the appliance of modern technology and the process of
changing from traditional methods to mechanised and computer methods in all aspects
of library work.
The delegation seemed puzzled at first to discover that librarians are not neces
sarily professional experts in modern technology. It was explained, for example,
that when a library or library system is planning computerization, computer
experts are called in to advise and cooperate with library staff. As with a
telephone, the user need only know how to put the machine to its best use, not
how the electronics work. Another point that had to be made clear was that it
is not economical for libraries to buy their own computers. Libraries here
usually use computers in special centers that may well be a long way from the
library, and the computer's main job might be anything from calculating local
government rates to baking bread.
During the librarians' visit they had the opportunity to see computer technology
applied to many different tasks. At the new Public Record Office building they
were intrigued by the internal document ordering system through which the
reader communicates with the computer by means of a visual display unit. Here
was a computer that could converseand even say thank you! The delegation also
saw several demonstrations of on-line information retrieval, during which we
were directly linked up with data bases in the UK, in Europe, and even in
California. This was a new experience for the librarians and they realised the
importance of this development for quick and easy access to scientific and
technological information.
The application of computers to cataloging also stimulated great interest and
many questions were asked on British MARC, and on the pros and cons of national
and regional cooperative projects in this field. Hearing about Cambridge Uni
versity Library's experience in changing from a printed book catalog to a compu
terized catalog on microfiche was useful as the Chinese are considering doing
the same themselves. Also at Cambridge the delegation saw a development of
special relevance to C h i n a — t h e Ideomatic Encoder which feeds Chinese characters
into a computer, an invention which obviously has great potential. Mechanized
book issue and circulation systems were another aspect of m o d e m lending library
work seen in action, and the unique British Library Lending Division at Boston
Spa demonstrated how 12,000 requests for loans and photocopies per day can be
handled with superb efficiency. Incidentally, not only big machines proved
an attraction, as even small gadgets, such as a stylus for marking book spines,
were put through their paces for the delegation. The delegation thus learned
about the decision-making and transformation processes that modernization involves.
British Librarians were keen to impress on their Chinese colleagues the care
and deliberation that is required before embarking on mechanization since it is
certainly not worth doing for its own sake if manual methods are equally efficient.
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The perennial problem of lack of space confronts libraries throughout the
world, so naturally the delegation was interested in how we attempt to solve
it. One simple way is to put up new buildings. The delegation visited several
new libraries, both public and institutional/ and saw plans and slides of
libraries yet to be built. Nottingham University Library stood out as a
superb piece of architecture, and Oxford's Radcliffe Science Library's new
underground reading room showed a novel method of expanding—downwards. I doubt
the Chinese will need to dig down for more space but York University's latest
solution may appeal—there a cycle shed has been converted to take close-shelving
for 70,000 books.
The delegation was given an overview of the Public Library system by their visits
to city libraries in Manchester and Birmingham and to several smaller libraries
in the County of Cheshire. The delegation was astounded at the extent of
services provided not only in lending books, but also lending cassettes, records,
and pictures; in reference services tailored to the needs of the community; in
exhibitions and in special provisions for disadvantaged members of the public.
This was a way of "serving the people" which China has yet to tackle. The two
Educational Resources Centers they visited also inspired their admiration and
envy.
True to their calling, the delegation accumulated a veritable mountain of printed
matter during their visit both on places they had seen and others they had not.
We hope that this and the contacts made will lead to further links between the
libraries of Britain and China, a development which will certainly be helped
by the establishment of a library association in China next year, which Mr. Liu
was happy to announce during the visit of the delegation.
(This report was prepared by Miss Penny Brooke, Deputy Director of the Great
Britain-China Centre and, with the kind permission of the Centre, is here
reprinted from issue No. 9 of its Newsletter, Britain-China.)

III. CEAL Chairperson's Welcoming remarks at the Workshop for Japanese Collection
Librarians in American Libraries, Washington, D.C., August 28, 1978
I am very much honored to be here this morning to welcome you to this Workshop.
For the next three days you will be discussing all aspects of Japanese collections
in the United States—collection development, management, training, and s e r v i c e —
with a view to increasing our national capacity for research on Japan. If I am
not mistaken, this is the first such gathering of librarians dealing exclusively
with problems of Japanese collections in American libraries. As such, this is
an historic occasion, representing, I believe, the ever-increasing awareness of
the importance attached to the proper development and management of our library
resources in support of Japanese studies in this country. The coming of this
occasion has been facilitated by a number of things, among which are the availa
bility of funds for such conferences—here we want to thank the Japan-U.S. Friend
ship Commission for its financial support of this Workshop; the impetus that has
been provided by the work of the ACLS Steering Committee for a Study of the
Problems of East Asian Libraries; and the assiduous work over the years of the
Committee on East Asian Libraries of the Association for Asian Studies. But
perhaps most importantly, such a Workshop would not have been possible had there
not been a reservoir of expertise such as is represented here this morning from
which we can seek counsel and advice on the many problems of mutual concern.
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The problems you will be discussing are not all new. Indeed, most of them have
been with us for a number of years. There is, however, a renewed sense of
urgency to all of the old problems as research libraries continue to try to
cope with declining financial support without materially reducing their ability
to support teaching and research. Technology, of course, adds another dimension
to our problems. One may ask whether in the long run East Asian libraries can
stay in the mainstream of American research library development without making
proper and efficient use of automation in the service of East Asian research.
Of course it would be foolhardy to presume that you will be able to solve all the
problems of the last 30 years in the next three days. But a significant and
meaningful start can certainly be expected, with your long years of experience,
insights, and resourcefulness. I hope that by the end of the Workshop you will
have achieved some consensus on the options the field should consider in hopes
of finding some workable solutions.
Here, if I may, I should like to share with you very briefly some of my thoughts
on the relation of the needs for the development of Japanese collections to the
overall needs for the development of East Asian collections:
(1) While there are problems unique to a Japanese collection, there are common
concerns linking Chinese, Japanese, and Korean collections, the traditional
components of an East Asian library in this country, in areas such as
bibliographical control and public services. It would be unwise and wasteful,
for example, to approach the union catalog problem limiting it to Chinese,
Japanese, or Korean materials only. Likewise, the question of access to
resources available in the United States cannot be considered in isolation by
language. Matters transcending the language barrier should and must be considered
in their totality.within the framework of East Asian library development, as
the differences here are in degree and not in kind.
(2) The unique characteristic of collection development of a Japanese collection
is the abundance and high cost of Japanese publications. Here, the issues are
selectivity and the elimination of infrequently used and costly duplications.
Chinese and Korean collections also face the duplication problem, but the high
cost of Japanese publications makes the Japanese case a much more serious one.
Perhaps an opportunity exists here for broadening our access to collections in
Japan and in the establishment of workable regional and national cooperative
programs in the sharing of resources. The latter of course is of equal concern
to Chinese and Korean collections.
(3) The management and organization of a Japanese collection does not differ
materially from the management and organization of a Chinese or Korean collection.
In fact, given the structure of East Asian libraries in the United States, the
management of a Japanese collection cannot be considered independently of an East
Asian library of which it forms a part. However, two considerations in the case
of a Japanese collection do command our special attention. They are the high cost of
Japanese publications, as mentioned above, and the relative scarcity of trained
personnel. Inflationary and other financial pressures have seriously eroded
the purchasing power of all Japanese collections and the situation is likely to
remain as it is for some time to come. Resources allocation, under the present
circumstances, becomes a matter of contention within most libraries. This
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could become a serious management problem if it is not handled properly. Interlibrary cooperation may provide certain relief for such pressures. The shortage
of qualified personnel is a much more serious problem with Japanese collections
than it is with their Chinese or Korean counterparts. I believe much can be
done here by working closely with Japanese libraries and librarians to expand
the present scope of exchange, and by actively recruiting into our profession
our own students with graduate degrees in Japanese studies who have an interest
in library service.
(4) Cooperative programs, when properly designed and carefully implemented,
can supplement and increase local resources available to scholars. They do not,
however, take the place of a well-selected and well-organized local library which
can meet the basic needs of local faculty and students. Regional and national
cooperative programs can be successful only when the participating libraries are
well functioning units themselves. Sharing of resources is an ideal we should
all strive for, but it requires self-sacrifice, accommodation, and compromise.
Trade-offs, which are part and parcel of all cooperative programs, can be
extremely difficult and controversial decisions at times. Therefore, great
care must be given to the design and procedures of such schemes in advance of
implementation. It goes without saying that a basic prerequisite in this
regard is the identification of needs, and of the nature of the clientele such
programs are designed to serve.
(5) Finally, the Library of Congress occupies a central place in American
research library development and will undoubtedly continue to do so in the
future. Attention must therefore be paid to assisting LC to do more in the
areas of our concern, the success of the NPAC center in Tokyo notwithstanding.
Among the matters of most immediate concern to all of us are the use of
automation in cataloging and in union catalog control of publications in
the Japanese and other East Asian languages, the better observation of
traditional Japanese and other East Asian bibliographical practices in cata
loging, and the early elimination of LC's cataloging arrearage.
In closing, may I thank Duane Webster, his staff at the ARL Office of
Management Studies, and the Planning Committee for the excellent job they
have done in preparing for this Workshop. I am sure you will have a most
productive conference.
(Eugene W. Wu)

IV.

CEAL Statement to the AAS.

The following statement was submitted in January, 1979, by CEAL to Professor
Richard L. Park, President of the AAS, as a part of a presentation on library
needs in Asian studies to be made by the AAS before the President's Commission
on Foreign Language
and International Studies.
The Role of the Library in East Asian Studies
The growth of East Asian studies in the United States can virtually be equated
with the growth of the nation's East Asian libraries. American scholarship
on East Asia has in recent years begun to display a skill and sophistication
that has for some time characterized the study of European and American
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civilizations. The mastery by a new generation of specialists on East Asia of
the speech and texts in the East Asian languages was a crucial factor in this
process. Equally crucial was the accelerated development in American research
libraries for the last three decades of library resources in the East Asian
vernacular languages. The library serves not only as the historian's laboratory;
it also provides the social scientists with the requisite written materials with
which preparatory work must begin prior to field research. It forms therefore
an integral and indivisible part of the East Asian studies complex. The more
sophisticated our research becomes, the more demands it places on the library for
materials and services. Faculty and student support will be of no avail if the
library withers and decays.
And yet this is the very danger we now face. Since the early 1970's,
financial constraints in higher education have had a most serious retarding
effect on the continuing growth of the nation's East Asian libraries. Today,
even the largest East Asian libraries have to struggle in order to maintain
a minimal level of acquisitions and services; most of the smaller collections
have been forced to drastically reduce their scope of work, and a few have
become inactive or have indefinitely suspended their operations. This alarming
trend is obviously unacceptable if we are to continue to train future generations
of specialists on East Asia in our national interest. As the American people
turn toward East Asia in the hope of peace and stable relations, the need
for knowledge and understanding of East Asia will steadily increase. Scholar
ship and training cannot be maintained if libraries cease to keep up with the
ever-expanding frontiers of knowledge. The current trend toward retrenchment
in East Asian library work must therefore be reversed so as to enhance our
nation's capacity for research on East Asia in the years to come. As we move
to improve and enrich our instructional and research programs on East Asia, we
must not overlook the central role the library plays in this enterprise.

PUBLICATIONS
I.

New Publications

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF JAPANESE HISTORY.
Seiichi Iwao, supervising editor;
tr. by Burton Watson. Tokyo: International Society for Educational
Information, 1978. 655 pp.
Part of a series of Japanese biographical dictionaries which was
initiated with Biographical Dictionary of Japanese Literature in
1976, this compilation focusses on individuals who figured prominently
in Japanese political, economic, and social life. In addition to the
biographies, material in this volume includes portraits, appendices
of genealogical tables, organizational charts of political institutions,
and a glossary of institutions and terms. Maps showing past and present
administrative divisions of Japan are also included. A bibliography
of Japanese-language sources is given, arranged in an appendix under
the names of the biographees. An index, with characters, is also
provided. Except in the case of the biographees, all other personal
names found in the text are in romanization only; the characters for
those names are given in the index.
(Harvard-Yenching Library
Occasional Reference Notes)

CHINESE PERIODICALS IN THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.
Comp. by Han Chu Huang.
Washington, D.C., Library of Congress, 1978. 521 pp.
This long-awaited volume lists the complete holdings of the more
than 6,400 titles of Chinese-language periodicals in the Chinese
collection, Chinese and Korean Section of the Library of Congress.
The periodicals listed were published between 1868 and 1975 and cover
a broad range of subjects from the social sciences and humanities
to the natural sciences and technology, excluding only Chinese legal
serials in the custody of the Far Eastern Law Division of the Law
Library of the Library of Congress. Entries are arranged in alpha
betical order of the periodical titles in Wade-Giles romanization;
in each entry the title romanized is followed by the title in
Chinese characters, the issuing body, the place of publication (both
in romanization), the inclusive dates of publication, notes indicating
a change of title or whether superseded by another periodical title,
and a statement of LC holdings. Also included are notations of
titles listed in one of three major Chinese periodical indexes issued
in China since 1949. Incorporated into the main listing are numerous
cross-references from titles in pinyin romanization or in Western
languages to the Chinese titles in Wade-Giles romanization.
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CH'UAN KUO PO SHUO SHIH LUN WEN FEN LEI MU LU £ $j ^
^
%
(Classified Catalog of Master's and Doctoral Theses of the Republic of
China). Comp. by Wang Mo-li £jftjf!j and Lin Yii-ch'uan jjfr- f,*%L*
Taipei: T'ien i ch'u pan she - ^ L ^ j f e ^ ^ i • 1977. 654 pp.
Covering the years 1949 to 1975, this catalog of master's theses and
doctoral dissertations from the Republic of China includes selected
theses written in Hong Kong, as well as papers written by Chinese array
personnel who had been sent abroad for advanced studies. Most of
the materials listed are held by the National Central Library and
the Social Service Materials Center of National Cheng-chi Uni
versity. Others are held by the Provost of Higher Education of the
Ministry of Education. The materials are arranged by subject and are
indexed by authors and titles.
(Harvard-Yenching Library
Occasional Reference Notes)

CHUGOKU SOSHIKIBETSU JIMMEIBO
f$[f&ife ^ ^-Jb
Directory, 1979). Comp. & Printed by Radiopress, Inc.
526, 58, 55 pp.

(China
Tokyo: 1978.

The seventh in a series of China directories published by Radiopress,
this edition has been issued to keep readers abreast of the many recent
changes in political leadership in the People's Republic of China with
new data collected from official Chinese news sources. Included are
some 7,000 names of officials currently serving on the CCP Central
Committee, the National People's Congress, various ministries and
organs of the State Council, organizations at the regional level,
scientific and academic organizations, research institutes, and
specialized societies. The names of officers are listed in Chinese
characters and in English under each organization, with brief notes
in Japanese on the dates of assuming office and on former positions
held, if known. There is also a special "Who's Who" section in
English containing brief sketches of 500 of the top Chinese leaders
in the Party and National Government. Appended are overall indexes
of names, one in Chinese and one in modified Wade-Giles romanization.

^£fitfcjfc ^^^Jfy

CHUNG KUNG CHI MI WEN CHIEN HUI PIEN
(Classified
Chinese Communist Documents: A Selection). Comp. by Kuo li Cheng
Chih ta hs'ueh kuo chi kuan hsi yen chiu chung hsin tfc) •&
^

* # m n#M§#frte

"9

pp.'*'

*

Seventy-six classified documents of the Chinese Communist P a r t y —
speeches, correspondence, official papers, and wall posters—have been
selected to form this collection. The documents include writings or
speeches of Mao Tse-tung, Chou En-lai, Lin Piao, Chiang Ch'ing, and
others, and date from the beginning of the Cultural Revolution in 1965
to the end of 1976. A separate English-language edition has also been
published under the title cited above.

5 3

(Harvard-Yenching Library
Occasional Reference Notes)

LA COMMERCIAL PRESS DE SHANGHAI, 1897-1949. By Jean-Pierre Drege. Paris:
Institut des hautes etudes chinoises, College de France, 1978. 2 8 3 p p .
(Institut des hautes etudes chinoises. Memoires, VII)
This account of China's premier publishing house during the first half
of the twentieth century devotes its first three chapters to a history
of the Commercial Press, described in three stages: its birth and
growth, from 1897 to 1919; the period between the May 4th Movement of
1919 and the destructive conflagration resulting from the Japanese
bombardment of Shanghai in January, 1932; and the years of the company's
greatest prosperity and eventual decline, from 1932 to 1949. The story
is presented against the background of the political, cultural, literary,
and educational movements of the time, and within the Press itself,
the author considers such topics as the organization of the company
and the working conditions in it. A fourth chapter describes and
analyzes, with the aid of graphs and charts, the types of publications
produced by the Commercial Press. The appendixes include lists of
periodicals edited and distributed, and of ts'ung-bhu and dictionaries
published by the company. The final portion of the book contains the
usual footnote references, bibliography, and index.

DIRECTORY OF CHINESE OFFICIALS AND ORGANIZATIONS, 1968-1978
Comp. Malcolm
Lamb. Canberra: Contemporary China Centre, Australian National Univ.,
1978.
xiii, 285 pp. $5.00. (Contemporary China Papers, No. 10 Rev.)
With the dramatic acceleration of China's opening to the West in recent
months, we in the library profession have suddenly found ourselves
caught unprepared to meet the upsurging demands for most up-to-date
information. In spite of some progress, the publishing industry can
hardly keep pace with the turn of events. Indeed, a decade after the
Cultural Revolution, finally we are now well equipped with means of
access to Communistterminology: A Chinese-English Dictionary of
Chinese Communist Terminology (Doolin & Ridley; Stanford, 1973);
Dictionary of Military Terms (Lowe; Boulder, Col., 1977); Glossary of
Chinese Political Phrases (Lau, et al; Hong Kong, 1977); and A
Comprehensive Glossary of Chinese Communist Terminology (Kuo; Taipei,
1978). As for the ever-changing political figures and organizations,
we are in a much less comfortable position to satisfy the information
needs of the public, although we have these titles, among others,
available to us: Biographic Dictionary of Chinese Communism, 19211965 (Klein & Clark; Cambridge, Mass., 1971); Directory of Officials
of the People's Republic of China (CIA; Washington, annual or biennial
since 1968); and now Lamb's Directory.
Lamb's Directory can be consulted as a complement to Directory of
Officials:
the strength of the former in listing personnel of museums
and the Peking Library, for example, compensates for what is missing
from the latter work, on the other hand, the listings of diplomatic
and consular corps and college and university personnel, among others,
are entirely ommitted in the former.
Both works give the earliest
and latest dates when a person was identified in a position. The
"Glossary and Index" section of the Lamb provides Chinese characters
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for all persons cited, while the Directory of Officials has a
disadvantage in omitting characters altogether. Lamb's Directory
has promised a supplement soon to validate its information.
(Ernest J. Tsai)

HAN' GUGIN VI CHOKPO jfc
A & i &
< Compendium of Korean Genealogies).
Comp. hvHan'gugin ui Chokpo P'yonch'an wiwonhjpe jfy
/j) A. jl\
#jfa%r£tL^t
'9
»-#Jf/^r 1977. 1,559 pp.
A
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Although several similar compendia of Korean genealogies have oeen
published in the past, none are as comprehensive as this one. In all,
258 surnames distributed over 795 clans are covered in this work. For
each clan there is given a brief history of the clan founder and a
history of the origins of the clan. Preceding the text are over 200
portraits of famous scholars and generals; appended are organizational
charts of successive Korean governments, lists of changes in geograph
ical names, and a list of famous civil and military officials. A
supplementary volume was published in the same year under the title
KasUngbo ^L^s^
to supply information lacking in the earlier publica
tion.
(Harvard-Yenching Library
Occasional Reference Notes)

HAN'GUK IMNYONG TAESAJON jf| /fH A-Jb ^
J$*
(Who's Who in Korea).
Seoul: Myongmum Ch'ulp'ansa, 1978. 709 pp.
Despite its English title, this useful biographical dictionary contains
brief sketches, with birth and death dates, identifying personages
who were prominent in Korean history from the earliest times down to
the present day. In addition to Koreans, the entries also include
Chinese, Japanese, and Western individuals who were of some
significance in Korea's history. The entries are arranged in order
of the Korean syllabary; many are illustrated, and at the front of
the volume is a collection of portraits of some of the more famous
individuals.
(Key P. Yang)

KUKHOE KANHAENGMUL MONGNOK MIT SAEGIN (List and Index of National Assembly
Publications). Seoul: National Assembly Library, 1978. 606, 52 pp.
Published in commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the Korean
National Assembly, this useful bibliography lists in two parts the
titles of works published by the Assembly and its Library between
the years 1948 and 1977. The first part contains a listing of
monographic publications; the second part is a classified index to
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articles appearing in seven periodical publications issued by the
National Assembly.
(Key P. Yang)

MIN KUO ERH SHIH HIEN TAJ CHUNG-KUO TA LU T'U TI WEN T'l TZU LIAO
fa>
7
Jt 4Xi T ifl *
M-ffiW ***
Land Problems in
trie 1930's). Ed. by^ Hsiao Cheng jfaqfy- Taipei: Ch'eng wen ch'u
pan she y% jL$)tyjf&i
1977. (Chung-kuo ti cheng yen chiu so ts'ung
0
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Original research on China's economic, political and social life
in the 1930*s is presented in this collection of 168 surveys and
theses and 172 reports and field diaries. The theses and reports,
written between 1932 and 1941 by students of the Graduate School
of Land Economics of Cheng-chi
University, are based on first
hand investigation and field studies. They represent a rich resource
for the study of socio-economic conditions in the cities and in the
countryside in the early twentieth century, and contain much information
on local government agencies and institutions, village life, and
agriculture.
(Harvard-Yenching Library
Occasional Reference Notes)

NIHON ZASSHI sZ>RAN 1979 10 jfc Ifa ife
(Directory of Japanese Periodi
cals 1979). ed. Shuppan Nenkan Henshu-bu. Tokyo: Shuppan
Hyushu-sha, 3-24 Misaki-cho, Chiyoda-ku, 101. 730 pp. ¥ 5,400 sur
face mail
This is the sixth volume in a series which began in 1963. The infor
mation contained includes 4,206 titles in ippan-shi (magazines), 3,938
in scholarly journals, 2,260 in kankochO-shi (go/eminent agency serials),
3,190 in association and society serials, 2,997 in dc-jin-shi (literary
coterie magazines), and 1,726 in public relations and "house publica
tions" by companies. This represents an increase of 3,092 titles over
the previous issue of this series in 1975. The titles presented are
arranged according to Japan Decimal Classification,
together with the name of the journal, publisher, volume, size,
price, and year of first publication. There is also a titles index
in Japanese syllabic order. Overseas subcribers should contact
The Japan Publications Trading Co., 2-1 Sarugaku-ch5, 1-chome,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101.
(Takao Hirota)

NIHON KINDAI BUNGAKU DA IJI TEN
Japanese Literature).

A f

£

£

(Dictionary of Modern
1977-78.
6 v. i ^
Ed. by Ninon Kirtdai
Bungakukan
{V
1

The result of six years' collaboration between the Nihon Kindai
Bungakukan U ( I n s t i t u t e
of Modern Japanese Litera
ture) and 900 scholars, this dictionary is the most comprehensive
publication of its type to appear to date. The first three volumes
in this set contain biographies of some 5,000 men and women of letters,
philosophers, artists, actors and actresses, journalists, and
publishers, all of whom were active in literary circles at some
time during the Meiji era (1868-1912). The fourth volume is a
dictionary of literary terms, schools, organizations, and literary
controversies. Volume five is a directory of approximately 1,600
newspapers and journals relating to m o d e m Japanese literature.
The final volume indexes personal names, titles, subjects, newspapers,
and journals mentioned in the text, and includes a list of series
and collected works published from 1868 to 1945. Supplementary
material includes a brief history of publishing from 1868 to 1974, an
annotated list of suppressed writings a list of literary prizes,
and a list of literary figures who have died since April, 1977.
(Harvard-Yenching Library
Occasional Reference Notes)

WORKSHOP FOR JAPANESE COLLECTION LIBRARIANS IN AMERICAN RESEARCH LIBRARIES,
AUGUST 28-30, 1978, WASHINGTON, D.C. Sponsored by the Japan-U.S.
Friendship Commission; Coordinated by the Office of Management
Studies, Association of Research Libraries.
[Washington: 1979]
111, [4, 26 2] pp.
This volume contains the proceedings of the Workshop, which have
been organized around discussion of six topics, each topic being
the subject of one or more papers, and each paper the subject of
"reactions" from one or more of the participants. Thus the
topic of "Japanese studies: current status and directions" is
discussed in a paper by Professor Marius Jansen of Princeton
University; "Collections in support of Japanese studies" by
Hideo Kaneko of Yale University; "Management and organization of
Japanese collections" by Louis Martin of Harvard; "Resources in
Japanese" by Hisao Matsumoto of LC and Naomi Fukuda of the
University of Michigan; "Resource sharing on the national level"
by Warren Tsuneishi of LC (see CEAL Bulletin, No. 5 7 ) ; and "Resource
sharing on the regional and local levels" in papers by Shizue Matsuda
of Indiana University and Philip Yampolsky of Columbia University.
Among the appendixes is an analysis of doctoral dissertations on
Japan, prepared by Frank Shulman of the University of Maryland.
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ZASSHI SHINBUN SO-KATAROGU 1979-NENBAN Jfe
fa
fjf\ $p J) ^ 5 C
(Periodicals in Print). Tokyo: Media Research Center, Inc.,
Sky Bldg. 5-10 Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, 160. No. 1September,
1978. ¥8,200 surface mail, ¥11,000 airmail.
s

This is the first volume of a series which will be published annually
in September. Included are descriptions of some 7,000 journals,
about 3,000 newspapers and other publications, and 159 foreign titles.
The journals are arranged by subject: General Titles; Education and
Culture; Politics, Economics, and Commerce; Industry; Manufacturing;
and Welfare and Medical Services. Foreign journals are arranged in
8 categories, newspapers and other publications in 73. Information
on each title includes name, publishing frequency, size, average
number of pages, price, code number, distribution and/or sale
date, year of first issue, ISBN number, number of copies of issue,
data on advertising, publisher, postal payment account number,
address, readership, editor, contents, and brief characteristics.
In each category, publications are arranged in Japanese syllabic
order, as is the index. Subscriptions may be sent directly to the
Media Research Center, or to the Kinokuniya Book Store of America,
1581 Webster Street, San Francisco, California 94115.
(Takao Hirota)
ZENGAKU DAIJITEN
^
Komazawa Daigaku.

Tokyo:

. Comp. by Zengaku Daijiten Hensanjo,
Taishukan Shoten, 1978. 3 vols.

The product of 27 years' work by a compilation project at Komazawa
University, these volumes represent a milestone in the study of
Zen Buddhism. Perhaps the most comprehensive work of its kind, this
dictionary contains approximately 32,000 entries providing encyclopedic
coverage of the history, thought, and culture of Zen in India, China,
Korea, and Japan. Included among the entries are the names of 300
historical sites, 1000 temples, and 3,500 persons, and the titles
of some 2,500 books. Terms in Chinese are explained with reference
to their historical context and their textual source; Sanskrit and
Pali terms are clarified by noting their origin, etymology, and
transliteration. The third volume contains illustrations of Zen
meditative practices, scriptural texts, and noted temples; maps
indicating the location of sites important in the history of Zen in
East Asia; charts showing the lines of doctrinal transmission;
historical chronologies of various Zen sects; a classified bibliography
of Zen scriptures; and separate Chinese-character indexes to the
terms, personal names, place and temple names referred to in the
dictionary and its appendixes.
(Shojo Honda)

II.

Publishing Notes

Michigan Asia Library Catalogs Published
The Catalogs of the Asia Library, the University of Michigan, have been
published by G. K. Hall Company of Boston. The catalog consist of twenty-five
volumes, of which thirteen are for the Chinese Collection and twelve the
Japanese Collection. The latter also include Korean Materials. The author,
title, and subject entries are arranged alphabetically according to trans
literation. The library of Congress classification and subject headings
are used.
(Weiying Wan)

Cambridge Chinese Science Texts in Microfiche
The Cambridge University Press has announced the availability of "Cambridge
Texts in the History of Chinese Science in Microfiche," edited by Dr. Joseph
Needham. The 25 works reproduced are divided into five groups, in five
volumes, with English annotations at the end of each volume, as follows:
Group I.

Diet and Nutrition, Geriatrics
>cs4$. > 1924.

1.

Shih i hsin chien ^

2.

Sui yuan shih tan ^ ] | |

3.

Yin. shan cheng yao JjfcjQ&fctjJc

4.

Hsi/ao ch'in yang lao hsin shu

, 1824.
(14th cent.).
-fa jj&^&jfajSz

14th cent., reprint 1576).
5.

Pei-ching t'u shu kuan ts'ang
Chung-wen i yao shu mu
1

•

Group II.

9

5

4

j£

> (original
S

^
^

-

Acupuncture Medicine
6.

Chung-kuo i hslieh wai wen chu shu shu mu
J^Jt-fclJi^g

'

1

9

6

3

'

<

e x c i

-

7

v} /^J

7.

Hsin-k'an T'ung-jen chen chiu ching jfetf.J-*]
48A-/$&jkJ£d5th-16th cent.)
*

8.

Mo-chueh ch^h chang ping shih t'u shuo jjjjc

9.

I hsueh ch'ung liang v§j%y^2ffL

10.

Chung-kuo i hsueh shih

^fi^^^^L

-59-

/^T

Japanese)

> (original 17th cent., rev. 1919)
'

i 9 3 8

-

Group III.

Food and Drug Plants

11.
12.

Chiu huang pen ts'ao

*

x$Lj£

Hunan nung ts'un ch'ang yung Chung ts'ao yao shou ts'e

& * % *r$ #
13.

1 5 2 5

197

k&

°-

tfi

Nan-ching min chien yao ts'ao

f$ Jjjfc ^

14.

Ning-hsia Chung ts'ao yao shou ts'e ^

15.

Tung-pei ch'ang yung Chung ts'ao yao shou ts'e
1 9 7 0

^

$

,1956.
Jfflft * 1971.
yLjk

-

Group IV. Agriculture, Folklore, Geography
16.

tM)

Group V.

ink &

Nung yeh i ch'an yen chiu chi k'an

Lfr

l
v o 1

-

>

1

1 9 5 8

17.

Keng chih t'u Jfy

18.

Shih y a y G j ^ , 2d ed. , 1927.

]§\ , 1145.

19.

Ch'ih pei ou f a n

20.

Cheng K'ai-yang tsa chu

1691.
Jjfj f ^ ^ ^ T

• (original 1570).

Timberwork, Hydraulic Engineering
21.

Lu Pan ching^-^jjlj , 1870.

22.

Ho kung ch'i chtt t'u shuo >*j 3>

23.

Ch'i ch'i t'u shuo

24.

Chih ho fang liieh ^

lrfj>$r '

25.

Ho kung chien yao ^

^ ^

Jf^ltfifib

^

t

3jt

, 1836.

1627, 1830.
I

6 8 9

-

, 1887.
(Shizue Matsuda)
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